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MID ROGUE STEELHEADER'S
PRESIDENT
RECEIVES AWARD FROM JO. COUNTY

Mike Cooley, President of the Middle Rogue Steetllees,
received an award from the Josephine County Boa@bonty
Commissioners at the Anne Basker Auditorium foriask
with the Hog Creek boat ramp improvement project.

Mike was awarded for his diligence and this majorom-
plishment by the Oregon State Marine Board on Tagsthnu-
ary 30. Mike shared the limelight with the Middkegue Steel-
headers for their pivotal role and support in sgéiis worthy
project through to completion.

Fund raising efforts on the part of the club a#l agthe
local community and matching funds from the Ore§tate Ma-
rine Board helped to speed this project along witlemy major
upsets to the seasonal usage of this ramp as sveliramal dis-
turbance to the river during critical fish retuarsd spawning
habitat.

"Success is a marathon, not a sprint. Neiergp."
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All Club Meetings are held at
Bethany Presbyterian Church
748 N.W. 5th St. Grants Pass, Or.

Meetings
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Tuesday, February 20th
General Meeting 7:00 PM
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The speaker for the evening wi

be Marty Marchand of the OS
who will update us on the
enforcement on the rivers.

Tuesday, March 6th
Board Meeting 6:30 PM

General Membership Welcomgs

to Attend

Tuesday, March 20th
General Meeting 7:00 PM

All members are encouraged to sub

articles and/or stories, pictures, etc. tofthg

monthly newsletter. They can be E-mai
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MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADERS
SALMON DERBY MEETING
MONDAY - FEBRUARY 5, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 12:30 p.n
the Black Forest Restaurant by Salmon Derby
Chairperson Lou Hickey. There were 30 derby men
bers in attendance.

DISCUSSION ITEMS:

1. Bill Seccombe discussed an unfinished ite]
from the ‘06 derby. That is the ordering and presen|
of plagues and trophies to the derby winners and b
sponsors. After some discussion it was decided to
the trophies and plaques and a letter to them. Mike

IBill Seccombe will get the plaques and get them to

pVike.

2. Lou Hickey handed out job descriptions t
all leaders in the derby. Job descriptions should be
turned with corrections no later than the end of the
derby.

3. Rick Walcha discussed the solicitations fo|
the derby. A signup sheet was passed around for th
interested in helping with solicitations and other cor
mittees. Discussion followed..

4. A discussion followed clarifying the differ-|
nce between a sponsor and a donor. Sponsors bl
oat in the derby, and a donor gives an item or mo
for the derby. It was clarified that to get your name
the t /shirt you had to be a big ($1,000.00) donor.

5. Marshall Freeman will send out letters to
guides first, then boat sponsors, and then letters to
fisher people. This will occur in the next six weeks.
Potential donor letters will also go out at the same f{|

6. Ed Chapman is our rep to the Chamber of]
c
r}ﬂ'nd make our needs known for donors to the derby
is is an area that we have never tapped before.

to: fishtherogue @grantspass.com

If you are including pictures, please attsich

them as a separate file from your tg
Thank You

The deadline for the submissiol
of articles is the 25th of the month.

Bteed to make our needs known to the service orgat
tions. More on this later.

7. Bill Hickey reported that the RSGA will no
\e holding their springer derby this year. We may i
able to contact some of their donors. We have thei
donor list and their guide list.

(continued next page)

Cooley will write the letters to sponsors and winners.
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MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADERS
SALMON DERBY MEETING
MONDAY - FEBRUARY 5,2007
(continued from page2)

8. Boat sponsor information sheet needs to)
be available to solicitors. It should include the prid
per seat, what they get for being in the derby, cosi
of the calcutta, raffle and all things pertaining to th

LOUNGE
476-1668

| COCKTAILS- La Gascra

RESTAURANT
476-1313

515 S.W. ROGUE RIVER HWY.
GRANTS PASS, OREGON 97527

derby. This can be used to get new boat sponsor

9. We are limited to 30 boats and 2 back ug
guides.

10. It was decided that we close the derby
down at 4:00 p.m.

11. Bill Hickey reported on his discussion
with the OSMB about the licenseing of our guides
He contacted John Berry, the OSMB , Outfitter/
Guide Charter Coordinator, and all of our guides
were licensed and insured except one. All guides

FNHING

mIbLovT

names for ‘07 derby will be sent to OSMB for veri
fication of license.

12. Guides are paid $100.00 upon registr
tion in the derby, and $100.00 after weigh-ins, witl
2 free dinner tickets, a t-shirt and hat, breakfast a
lunch on derby Saturday as well as pizza and drin
after weighing in. It was decided that we will leavg
itas is.

13. Mary Cooley, the women'’s chairperson
discussed the t- shirts. The group suggested blue

OREGON'S OLDEST TOYOTA DEALERSHIP
WHEELER TOYOTA
@ TOYOTA

President’s Award Winner For 17 Years

6th Street (Between ‘J’ &
S TOYOTA | moving forward »

www.wheelertoyota.com
www.wheelerscion.com
wheeler@wheelertoyota.com

‘K’) » 476-6858

@ mm

@D TOYOTA D

a color this year. More on this later.

14. The price of $25.00 per dinner ticket af
the Riverside Inn will continue.

15. The presale for the Calcutta for boats
was discussed. Last year it was $125.00 per boaff
This year we will charge $150.00 on the presale o
boats. All other boats will be in the Friday evening
Calcutta auction.

16. Howard Arnold, the prize chairperson,
discussed the grand raffle prize. We will go with

NEWLY

111 NE Agness Avenue,
Grants Pass, OR 97526

Awarded Best Western 541-476-1117 * Fax 541-479-4315
Directors Award Reservations: 1-800-553-ROOM(7666)
c Breakfast  E- com

Free High Speed Internet

the metal sculpture the committee has picked out.

The normal price of this sculpture is $525.00 and {s

being done for MRS for $260.00. Howard will pro-
ceed with getting this prize done.

17. The next meeting will be Monday, April
2" at 11:30 a.m. at the Black Forest Restaurant.

Meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m. Bill
Hickey, secretary




MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT
BOARD MEETING
TUESDAY- JANUARY 2, 2007

The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Mike Cooley at 6:30 p.m.

There were 31 officers, board members and guests GUIDE SERVICE
in attendance. Salmon & Steelhead
Comments by the President: —(541) 955-0398—

There seems to be some questions about the Fai
grounds and it staying in business. Discussion fol
lowed on where MRS would go if the Fairgrounds|
went under.

For those interested, the ODF&W'’s froze
Coho Fling will be next Tuesday. Meet at the
Galice Community Center at 9:00 a.m. on Merlin
Galice Road. Lunch will be served. Every year th
council teams up with ODFW to “fling”, “throw”,
and “toss” frozen coho back into Taylor Creek.

Howard Arnold, the newsletter advertising
chairperson gave a brief report on the advertising
and how it is going. We have to replace one of o
guides and he is in the process of doing this.

The Treasurer’s report was given and ap-
proved as given.

Secretary Bill Hickey reported on the
RSGA meeting held in December. MRS has mad¢
a request to the RSGA for funding for numerous
projects. Bill and Ray Tharp will attend an
URSGA board meeting on Tuesday, January 9th at
Shady Cove. More on this after the meeting.

Ray Tharp, the Project Review chair re-
ported on the committee’s recommendation for thp
06-07 and the 07-08 budget for projects. The 06-
07 budget was approved as presented. The 07-0:
budget will be reviewed later in 07. Any in-water
work has to start by 15 June and be done by 15
September.

1% Vice President Gary Still reviewed the
modification of the standing rules in MRS by laws

(continued on next page)



MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT

BOARD MEETING
TUESDAY JANUARY 2, 2007

(continued from page 4)

Bill Payne and Mike Chambers discussed the

participation in the Medford Sportsmen’s Show.
A signup sheet was passed around for those inter
ested in participating.

President Mike Cooley addressed the atter]-
dance at the January®TU State Council Meeting
to be held in Portland. He will attend and report
back to the club.

After discussion of the Jo. County Dive
Team’s request for recognition from MRS was pre}
sented, a ‘thank you’ inside the front cover of the
new printing of the MRS map books, thanking the

dive team for their help on our river clean up, will e ;censED GuIDE

made.

President Mike Cooley discussed the state
council of TU rebate. We have been getting very
little and will be asking for our fair share in the fu-
ture.

Cole Tidwell, the map book chairperson, dis
cussed the next printing of our map books. Upon

1180 Casey Place
Grants Pass, Oregon

board approval the books will be sold at $2.50 up
from the present $2.00 a book. The new books will

SMOKER DRIFTER  ALUMAWELD

have increased advertising and a map of the Chetco ROGUE RIVER BOATSHOP

River added. It was approved for Cole to spend 2|
days at the coast getting new business for the map
books. He will submit his receipts and the club will
reimburse him for his expenses for gas, food and
lodging.

1815 SW Bridge Street Grants Pass, Oregon

479 -1504
Brett Clark
10% DISCOUNT to Middle Rogue Steelheaders

The Jo. County Park Dept. has opened Turj
Lane Park for parking to fish on the Applegate
River.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Bill Hickey - Secretary.

www.onepixeldesign.com/secrets

“S ECRETS" Salmon, Steelhead

GUIDE SERVICE
Rob Yuen

Grants Pass, Oregon
(541) 479-2296

“I'll Fish Anywhere”




WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT
President's Comments for February 2007

Safety Isn’t an Accident
When | first joined the Steelheaders, Kgvin
O’'Malley was President. Kevin had instituted a rou-

tine whereby he always put on a short presentation
about safety at the start of each Chapter Meeting. | FISHING GUIDES RAFTING FISHING
carried on that routine when | became Presidenf but KITCHENS  PRIVATE DECKS
switchetdt}0 as;igning Bolard fmembt'irs toEmak;e S If\%lx, Relaxing’..Your HostsThe Marrs
presentations in a couple of months. Eventually " '
changed to asking for a volunteer from the Board to ! #$% ) #H& ($$$
make the presentations. The last approach seems to 2600 Rogue River Hwy - Grants Pass, OR
have worked best because the presentations inv:
dealt with a personal safety problem the present
confronted. That puts a personal element on the
entations and keeps them very relevant.
I would be happy to have non board mem
volunteer to give a safety presentation if an
wants to step forward and offer to do so. All
have to do is let me know.
We have had no serious accidents over th
two years (knock on wood!). But we've had
share of “near-misses” and several accidents ha
curred to members outside of Chapter activities.
law of averages says our number will come up u
we are vigilant!
There is no way we can entirely eliminate
risk of accidents occurring. We put a lot of tim
the field working on conservation projects. We d
back and forth to project sites. We do a lot of bo:
which is one of the most hazardous recreation a
ties out there. And a lot of our members are se
with the normal range of age-related infirmities.
flip side to being seniors is that most of us have been
around long enough to know how to do things sdfely
and how to pace ourselves.
The very last thing | want to see happen tojany
member is for a serious accident to occur to him gr
her. The second to last thing | want to see happen is
for one of us to hurt someone outside the Chapte|
Either occurrence could have severe consequences for
our organization. It behooves us all to increase th
awareness of how to do the things we do safely, t

take action when we see a problem that needs to pe
corrected, to recognize members that participate With
safety, and to keep safety in the forefront of every;
thing we do. If you haven’t made a 2007 resolution
about safety yet, this might be a good time to do if|.
Safety isn’'t an accident. It takes planning, effort and
a willingness to work a little harder to achieve it.

Mike Cooley, Preside




COLD WEATHER STEELHEAD TACTICS

With water temperatures in the Rogue and lllinois at 37 to 40 degrees steelhead fishing is difficult at best. The very
cold water this January has really slowed fishing to a crawl. While we know that mature steelhead do not metabolize
food while they are in freshwater, they do continue to feed. Research has shown that stomach samples of steelhead
contain nymphs, most commonly caddis, eggs, small fish such as sculpin, and worms. So keep on fishing, you'll just
have to adjust your tactics.

Unlike their summer run cousins winter steelhead are not active fish. They do not hang out in the fast water of the
riffles and will not move very far to pick up a meal. In ideal conditions steelhead will look for water that is running
about four to ten feet deep and moving at a pace that could best be compared to a fast walk. However when the tem-
perature drops below 40 degrees these fish become very lethargic and look for slower and sometimes deeper water
to hold in. They move to the edges or seams of the current, to deeper side pools or behind structure where holding in
the current demands less energy. This is the time to adopt the “SLOW, LOW & SMALL" technique.

SLOW: Look for water that is on the edge of a current seam and slow down your presentation. Remember these fish
are conserving their energy and will only move a short distance for what they see as an easy meal.

LOW: Steelhead keep their bellies on the bottom in cold clear water, so get your bait right down on the bottom where
the fish are, you'll literally have to hit them in the nose. In other words “fish where the fish are.” The term “bait” is
used generically for whatever you fish with — eggs, nymphs, spoons, plugs etc. For example, don't use puffballs if
you are side drifting eggs and be sure to bounce those spoons and nymphs right on the bottom. You will lose a few
more rigs, but it's the only way to keep your bait down.

SMALL: The low cold water is also usually very clear and over-sized baits that work when the water has more color
will spook a steelhead in the gin clear water of mid-winter. The other problem with larger baits is that the currents can
push them too quickly (remember: SLOW) and our sleepy steelies will not have time to react. Use small nymphs,
small portions of eggs and small plugs. Larger winter steelhead plugs often lose their action and will not work in the
slower side seams where the lethargic coldwater steelhead hang out. The large plugs can also spook the fish. Use
small silver plugs and even try back bouncing with long leaders.

Don't expect to catch a lot of fish when the water is below 40 degrees and be sure to dress warmly. If you own a drift
boat make sure you have a heater and plenty of propane! Once the water warms back up to the lower 40-degree
range and takes on the beautiful “steelhead green” we all love, you should switch back to the standard winter steel-
head fishing techniques.

Hope you all have noticed the new “button” labeled “Fishing Report " on our Middle Rogue Steelheaders web site.
Bill Rice has volunteered to maintain this service and has been providing weekly, or sometimes more frequent, up-
dates on fishing conditions on the Rogue, Chetco, Elk, Sixes and Umpqua rivers. Bill's extensive experience and
connections allow him to create accurate reports with some insider information you will not find anywhere else. You
can also help Bill by sending him your fishing reports to share with the club.

Good Luck!



P.0. BOX 962 GRANTS PASS, OR 97528

JOIN TH

E EXPERTS

LEARN to catch more fish!
LEARN where & when to go!

LEARN how to

raise & protect fish!

JOIN the Steelheaders!

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN NORTH AMERICA’'S LARGEST
TROUT, SALMON & STEELHEAD CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION

APPLICATION _ (FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY) Please u%e
PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP CATAGORY:
NAME First Time Member  [$17.50] Regular Membership [$35]
ADDRESS Family Membership [$50] Sponsor [$100]
$: $:
Individual Life [$1000]  Family Life [$1100]
CITY STATE ZIP Youth/Senior Member  [$20] Business Member  [$200]
PHONE # Conservator [$250]
Email Payment Method
- - P Check (Payable tdrrout Unlimited Charge
TU does not make email addresses available todwsugsarties, for any reas isa/MCIAMEX Dis # Exp.

ever. Please help us conserve resources by prgwdimr email address

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO:
TROUT UNLIMITED
P.O. BOX 7400 Code 649
WOLLYBUGGER, WV 25438

Signature,
IAll Donations of Cash and Property can be recognizkas a TA:
DEDUCTIBLE to the maximum extent allowed by law
Canadian Members - please add $5/yr
All other countries please add $20/yr
MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEAD CHAPTER #649




