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FREE — TAKE ONE

M.R.S ANNUAL PICNIC 

Don't forget to plan to attend the Annual Picnic Saturday, 
August 12th at Tom Pierce Park. If desired, arrive around 11:00 
a.m. or earlier. The main course will be provided, but you are re-
minded to bring either a salad, a side dish, or a dessert. Also, 
don't forget utensils and plates.  

 A drawing will be held for extra seats at the Salmon 
Derby. Hope to see you there. 

************************************************************

HOG CREEK BOAT RAMP IMPROVEMENT PROJECT:

 Please note that in-water construction work at the Hog 
Creek Boat Ramp will close the ramp between July 11-20 ap-
proximately. There will be some activities going on outside that 
period as well but the ramp should still be useable. You should 
avoid Hog Creek during the period that in-water work is active. 
Please pass the word on to other users. If you launch at one of 
the ramps above Hog Creek during the period when Hog Creek 
is closed you should be prepared to float on thru Dunn Riffle and 
take out below there. Doing the work now should allow the con-
struction to be complete by the time fall salmon start arriving in 
any fishable numbers.    Mike C.- President  
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All Club Meetings are held  at  
Bethany Presbyterian Church 

748 N.W. 5th St. Grants Pass, Or. 

 2 0 0 6 

       Meetings 
**************************** 

Tuesday, July 18th
General Meeting 7:00 PM 

There is no speaker for the evening 
scheduled as of press time  

**********************************
Tuesday, August 1st 

Board Meeting 6:30 PM 
General Membership Welcome to Attend 

********************************* 
THERE WILL BE NO GENERAL 

MEETING IN AUGUST DUE TO THE 
CLUB PICNIC 

*****************************
  
 All members are encouraged to submit 
articles and/or stories, pictures, etc. to the 
monthly newsletter. They can be E-mailed to:       

fishtherogue@grantspass.com.
If you are including pictures, please attach them 
as a separate file from your text. Thank You 

The deadline for the submission 
of articles is the 25th of the month.

SPECIAL EVENTS
********************************************

DERBY BANQUET TICKETS
Tickets for the Salmon Derby Banquet to be 

held on Friday evening, September 8, 2006 will be sold 
at the May, June and July General Meetings as well as 
the annual picnic on Saturday, August 12, 2006.  You 
are encouraged to purchase your tickets early so we 
will be able to accommodate your attendance.  After 
August 25th, we will not be able to accept any addi-
tional reservations.  If you are unable to attend a meet-
ing or the picnic and wish to go to the banquet, please 
contact Carol Rice to reserve your ticket.   
 (955-7308 or bcrice@grantspass.com) 

********************************************

M.R.S ANNUAL PICNIC 
Don't forget to plan to attend the An-

nual Picnic Saturday, August 12th at Tom 
Pierce Park. If desired, arrive around 11;00 
a.m. or earlier. The main course will be pro-
vided, but you are reminded to bring either 
a salad, a side dish, or a dessert. Also, 
don't forget utensils and plates.  

 A drawing will be held for extra seats 
at the Salmon Derby. Hope to see you 
there. 
************************************************* 

M.R.S Newsletter Online

 The beta version of the home page 
of our web site is open for review. We 
will be populating it over the next few 
weeks and making a few changes, like 
adding buttons for the DERBY, Guides & 
Sponsors, Favorite Links etc. Just click 
on the following link for a first look. 
Thanks! 

http://www.rogue-steelheaders.org/



Pickup • 4Runner  • Land Cruiser 

•Camry•Celica•Paseo•Corolla•Tercel•Supra•MR2•Previa

476-6858
   124  S.W. “K” St.        Grants Pass, Oregon,  

  TOYOTA 

RIPARIAN  FENCING  PROJECT 
ON  LITTLE  BUTTE  CREEK

  
On Saturday, June 3, half a dozen MRS mem-

bers (Mike Chambers, Bud Hatton Mike Cooley, Lloyd 
Trudeau, new member Phil Kosak and yours truly) re-
sponded on short notice to help with a fencing project 
designed to keep livestock out of a portion of Little Butte 
Creek.  The project occurred on the property where we 
planted trees last year.   
 The situation is somewhat unique in that the 
ranch is run by a trustee who is dedicated to improving 
stream quality but whose foreman couldn't care less 
about improving riparian habitat. The request for our 
help came from Tom Dover, who chairs the Eagle Point 
Watershed Council and who worked with the trustee last 
year to accomplish the tree planting.  What could be 
more simple?  Slap in a bunch of steel posts, string a few 
strands of barbed wire and call it a morning.  Well--- in 
order to put in a taut fence one has to have solid anchor 
posts at the ends and corners.  The corner anchor post 
had been welded but was not in place, so we used several 
string trimmers to clear weeds away from the trees we 
planted last year while holes for the corner anchor were 
located and power augered in.  Bagged concrete mix was 
poured around the heavy, I-beam anchor assembly posts 
and mixed with water.  We then started lining up posts 
and tried pounding them in with a hand held post driver 
that soon felt like it weighed 200 pounds (but was actu-
ally about 30 lb.).  This approach worked OK for about 
one post out of eight.  For the other posts we were able 
to drive them in about two inches, then beat ourselves to 
death getting them another inch into the highly consoli-
dated rock bed on which we were building the fence. 
  Needless to say, having a few posts at the 
proper depth and all the others at various but inadequate 
depths doesn't work.  So we retired from our fence build-
ing project in various states of exhaustion but hopeful in 
the knowledge, provided by Tom, that the posts would 
be driven in, probably with the bucket of the front end 
loader, and the barbed wire strung. 
     Little Butte Creek is the most important tributary on 
the Upper Rogue for spawning coho and is a major pro-
vider of spawning habitat for chinook and steelhead, so 
anything that can be done to keep livestock from fouling 
the water and breaking down the banks (and eating our 
carefully planted trees) is of no small import.  We thus 
look forward to other, hopefully somewhat easier and 
more carefully organized, riparian projects on this major 
stream. 

Keith Miller, Riparian Projects Chair 
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111 NE Agness Avenue,  
Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-476-1117 * Fax 541-479-4315 
Reservations: 1-800-553-ROOM(7666) 
E-mail:bestwesterngpi@charterinternet.com

· Awarded Best Western 
Directors Award 

· Complimentary Breakfast 

· Free High Speed Internet 

NEWLY  
REMODELED



MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADERS 
BOARD MEETING MINUTES  
June 6th, 2006 

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by 
President Mike Cooley.  Prior to the meeting Ken Wel-
born held a rod and reel repair session for the Kids 
Fishing Derby at Lake Selmac.  Some 50 rods and reels 
were brought up to speed for the derby.  It will be this 
coming Saturday (June 10th).  A special thanks to Bob 
Steel and Troy Whittaker from U-Save Gas for donating 
the new line for the reels. 6 officers, 10 board members 
and 12 guests were in attendance.  Special guests were 
Vickey Authur from BLM  and Andy Hines from Setyr  
Rods.  More on them later in the minutes. 

Miscellaneous Comments by the President: 

 Special thanks to Leah Emanual for becoming 
our Web Sight Manager. Special thanks to Ed Chapman 
for becoming our Fish Rescue Coordinator. 
 The club’s condolences go out to Tom and 
Nancy Peterson for the loss of their son to cancer. 
 Our special thoughts and prayers to Dick Icen-
hower in his battle of cancer as well as to Dick Hardin 
in his bout with pneumonia. 
 The culvert at Hog Creek has filled in and the 
jump pool is no longer usable by spawning steelhead. 
This is on BLM  land and they have been notified.  It 
might be a MRS project later. 
 President Mike had a meeting with Jay Prouty 
from the Rogue Fly Fishers to discuss things the clubs 
had in common and see if we can work more closely on 
projects. 
The Treasurer’s report was given and approved as 
given. 
 President Mike received a check for $2,000.00 
from the Treasurer for the scholarships.  It will be 
mailed off to OSU as soon as possible for the two win-
ners. 
Mike also addressed the latest happening with the Parks 
Dept.  The County Sommissioners have reversed them-
sleves on the park and boat launch day use fees.  They 
have asked the Park supervisors to not collect these day 
use fees.  The fees will be completely voluntary.  More 
on this later.   
 Vicki Authur from BLM gave a presentation on 
their Cast for Kids Day at Hyatt Lake held in August.  
Soundsvery interesting and something the club should 
get involved with.  Discussion followed. 
 Andy Hines from SETYR RODS gave a brief 
presentation on their company and what they are about. 

     
    (continued next page) 
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        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
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GUIDE SERVICE 
Salmon & Steelhead 

———(541) 955-0398———



           
 Power in Tune with Nature    �
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DEALER FOR HONDA OUTBOARDS 
*2 HP through 130 hp* 

*Willie Drift Boats* 

*Predator Power Boats*
*17’through 22’* 

Special Discounted Prices To 
Middle Rogue Steelheaders 

WILLIE BOATS 
 “Simply the Best” 

1440 Justice Road - Central Point - Oregon - 97502 

        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 

LICENSED GUIDE 
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1180 Casey Place 
Grants Pass,  Oregon 

         SMOKER        DRIFTER      ALUMAWELD 

ROGUE RIVER BOATSHOP
1815 SW Bridge Street  Grants Pass, Oregon

479 -1504 
Brett Clark 

10% DISCOUNT to Middle Rogue Steelheaders

MRS BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
June 6th, 2006  
             (continued from last page) 

Salmon Derby President Kevin O’Malley ad-
dressed the latest Derby meeting.  Things are going along 
well.  We need more guides and fisher persons.  It look 
like we will need a new Salmon Derby Chair as Kevin is 
looking at going back to work with his former oil com-
pany overseas.  More on this later. 

Gary Still addressed the sale of tickets for the 2 
extra boats for the September MRS Salmon Derby.  They 
will be $10.00 each or 2 for $15.00.  Drawing will be at 
the August picnic.  See Gary for tickets. 
 Mike Strahan and George Moffett gave a report 
on the club’s purchase of an audio system.  After the pres-
entation the club will investigate this further.  Seems like 
we might be about to get one used for around $600.00.  
More on this later. 
 Bill Jackson reported on the Rainbow 5000 kids 
fishing derby.  At this time we are trying to find our 
weigh scales and will get further signups at the June gen-
eral meeting.  The derby is on Saturday, June 24th.
 Ken Welborn gave a  report on the Fishing Day at 
Lake Selmac on Saturday, June 10, 2006.  Rods and reels 
are ready.  Bait is taken care of.  We need lots of people 
to show up and help on Saturday at 9:00 a.m.  There will 
be a MRS camp out on Friday night prior to the Saturday 
fishing.  Call Ken and Doris at 479-6258 for more info. 
 President Mike addressed the election of officers 
and board members for the September election.  At this 
time we need a 2nd Vice President, one Board Member 
and an assistant to Bill Payne with Angler Education. 
Mike also addressed the State TU meeting to be held in 
Grants Pass on Saturday the 15th of July at the Black For-
est restaurant at 9:00 a.m.  At this time Mike Cooley, 
Gary Still and Bill Hickey will attend.  There is room for 
2 or 3 more MRS members. 
 Jeff Birdsong will give the safety presentation at 
the July general meeting. 
 Bill Payne, Angler Ed Coordinator, addressed the 
donated fishing line for Angler Ed and for the Kids 
Derby.  All the fishing line was donated by Bob Steel and 
Troy Whittaker from U-Save Gas. 
 Secretary Bill Hickey reported on the next club 
clinic.  It will be on Tuesday, July 18th at 5:30 p.m.  Sign 
ups are necessary so we can have enough MRS River 
Boat Drivers to conduct the clinic.  It will be held at the 
church parking lot prior to the general meeting.  More on 
this later at the June general meeting. 
 Glenn Welden addressed the Murphy Project.  It 
involves the Murphy Creek Water Shed council.  We 
need a donation of money and/or time and effort from the 
club.  More on this later. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.   
Bill Hickey –  Secretary.

“SECRETS” 
GUIDE SERVICE 

Rob Yuen 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

(541) 862-2160 

“I’ll Fish Anywhere” 

Salmon, Steelhead 

www.onepixeldesign.com/secrets 



PRESIDENT’S COMMENTS FOR JULY
To Fee or not to Fee? 

 Last summer the Steelheaders supported a proposal to 
implement day use fees at Josephine County parks and boat 
ramps.  No one likes to pay fees but since we’re big users of 
these facilities and knowing the condition of some of the County 
boat ramps, we saw this as the best solution for making some 
improvements.  The County Commissioners signed an Order 
implementing the fees on August 17, 2005 and the fees took ef-
fect last October 1. The fees are nominal ($2 per car per day or 
$25 per year) and discounts are available to seniors.  You can 
also earn a free annual pass by donating a day’s labor to the 
parks.  It’s a good deal that only applies to users and it will cer-
tainly help improve the parks and ramps in the long run. County 
parks receive no general fund money and many are in serious 
substandard condition. 
 Enforcement has been gradual but by this spring wide 
public acceptance was evident and the amount collected was 
increasing. Then on June 1, Commissioners directed Parks per-
sonnel to “stop any practice of claiming or implying that the 
parking fees are anything but voluntary”.  The word voluntary is 
not mentioned in the original Order nor anywhere in the written 
record on the subject of fees.  This proclamation of the Commis-
sioners was a complete surprise to everyone and essentially 
pulled the rug out from under the only new source of funding for 
park and ramp improvements.   
  On June 19, the Parks Advisory Board and representa-
tives of the Steelheaders met with the Commissioners hoping to 
persuade the Commissioners to reinstitute the fees on a manda-
tory basis.  The discussions were quite frank.  At the conclusion 
of the meeting, the Commissioners agreed to review a new writ-
ten proposal outlining how the fees would work.  We agreed to 
help in the effort of formulating the proposal.  

If you would like to get your oar in the water on this 
issue, I encourage you to write or Email the following:  Commis-
sions Dwight Ellis, James Raffenburg and James Riddle, Jose-
phine County Courthouse, 500 NW 6th, Grants Pass, Oregon, 
97526 and/or dellis@co.josephine.or.us; jraffen-
burg@co.josephine.or.us; jriddle@co.josephine.or.us.  A lot is at 
stake.                                               Mike Cooley, President 

*************************************
Lake Fishing

This day ended up being a good one to stay home. Only 
six boats and eleven anglers. Fishing was slow again with 
nineteen fish caught. Ed Chapman's boat was high with 
eight fish. Ed deserves the honor - he's always the first on 
the water and the last to leave.

1.The weather was miserable, hot and muggy on Thurs-
day. I called the boat owners to see how everyone did. I 
was reamed out royally by one member who was upset 
because I did not call him personnely and remind him 
where to have lunch and what time. I guess he forgot we 
discussed that at the general meeting one week before. 
Oh well, we're all getting older. . .

See you next rip. Fish often, troll deep.

Bud Hatton

FISHING GUIDES ����  RAFTING ����  FISHING 
KITCHENS ����  PRIVATE DECKS 

“Very Relaxing”....Your Hosts:The Marrs 

!"#$%��#&' ($$$
2600 Rogue River Hwy - Grants Pass, OR 
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        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
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BIG CHANGES COMING FOR OUR NEWSLETTER: The beta (test) version of our new web site is up and running.  
The web site address is: http://www.rogue-steelheaders.org .  Please note that we are still in the process of fine-
tuning our new web site and all the features and information have not been finalized.  However, the newsletter is up 
and available.  Watch for information on changing from a mailed paper version of our newsletter to an electronic ver-
sion available at our web site.  More details in the coming months. 

Remember to support all our advertisers and be sure to tell them that you are a member of the Middle Rogue Steel-
headers and that you appreciate their support for our club and our newsletter. 

“New” Advertisers:  Please join me in welcoming the following NEW advertisers in our 2006 Middle Rogue Steelhead-
ers newsletter.     

· Best Western Grants Pass Inn:  111N.E. Agness Ave. Grants Pass, OR  479-4315 
· Fishing Hideout: “Your Fishing, Rafting and Vacation Getaway Cabin” call Nancy @ 955-1046 
· HERB’S La Casita Restaurant:  515 S.W. Rogue River Hwy. Grants Pass, OR  476-1313 
· Affordable Shuttles:  Shuttle Service for the Rogue and Illinois Rivers call Sharon @ 479-1042 
· BACKLASH TACKLE:  Bass, Salmon & Steelhead – 2060 N.W. Vine St.,  955-0312 

“Old” Advertisers:  Don’t forget our old friends that have supported us for years. 

· Wheeler Toyota:  124 S.W. K Street Grants Pass, OR 476-6858 
· Bradbury’s Gun & Tackle:  1809 Rogue River Hwy. Grants Pass, OR 479-1531 
· Willie Boats:  “Simply the Best” featuring Honda Marine - 1440 Justice Rd. Central Point, OR  
· Rogue River Boat Shop:  1815 S.W. Bridge St. Grants Pass, OR  call Brett @ 479-1504 
· Motel Del Rogue:  2600 Rogue River Hwy. Grants Pass, OR call the Marrs @ 479-2111 
· River Marine:  featuring Alumaweld boats – 7230 Crater Lake Hwy. White City, OR 830-5151 
· U-SAVE Gas and Sporting Goods:  935 Rogue River Hwy. Grants Pass, OR 476-9871 

A guided salmon or steelhead trip is a great way to see the river and catch some fish.  We are fortunate to have seven of the best 
guides on the river supporting our newsletter with their ads.  In alphabetical order the guides are:  Big Rock (Mike Walker @ 
955-0398), Hot Rodz (Jesse Blair @ 660-9657), Mossbak Guide Service (Gary Enoch @ 479-9314), Northwest Adventures (Joe 
Paul @ 479-8953), Pacific Guide Service (Dan Lyon @ 474-1340), Secrets Guide Service (Rob Yuen @ 862-2160) and Steve’s 
Guide Service (Steve Dean @ 862-2771).  These top guides fish the Rogue and other rivers in the area. 

Spring chinook salmon regulation changes for the Rogue River:  State fishery officials announced that retention of 
wild spring chinook salmon will close June 5 on the Rogue River to protect wild fish stocks. Anglers still will be al-
lowed to retain ONLY adipose fin-clipped chinook.  In addition, the fishing season for spring chinook between Gold 
Ray Dam and Rogue Elk County Park will close June 30.  Specific changes include: Hog Creek upstream to Gold 
Ray Dam: June 5-Aug. 14, anglers may retain only adipose fin-clipped chinook.  Gold Ray Dam to the Rogue Elk 
Boat Ramp: June 5 – June 30, anglers may retain only adipose fin-clipped chinook.  July 1 through Oct. 1, closed to 
chinook angling. Rogue Elk Boat Ramp to Cole Rivers Hatchery Dam: June 5 – July 31, anglers may keep only 
hatchery adipose fin-clipped chinook.  Please remember to always check and tag you fish correctly! 

REMINDER:  Don’t forget the Annual Middle Rogue Steelheaders picnic on Saturday August 12.  This is a great time 
to see old friends and make new ones.  See ya there! 

           Good Luck! 



JOIN THE EXPERTS 
LEARN to catch more fish! 

 LEARN where & when to go! 
 LEARN  how to raise & protect fish! 
JOIN or START  a local Chapter! 

APPLICATION                                                                                 Please use this form to sign-up a friend

NAME_____________________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________________ 
CITY_________________STATE_____ZIP_______ 
PHONE #____________(DAY)___________(EVENING) 
OCCUPATION______________________________
SPONSOR: MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEAD CHAPTER  #649 
 I would like to become active in TU projects. Please contact me.
  

SEND TO:    TROUT UNLIMITED     MEMBERSHIP DEPT. 
   P.O. BOX 7400 Code  649 
   WOLLYBUGGER, WV 25438                

 PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP CATAGORY: 
o First Time Member         [$17.50]    oRegular Membership  [$35]   
o Family Membership        [$50]         o 3-Year Regular          [$90] 
o 3 Year Family         [$100]      o Sponsor Contributor   [$100]        
o Individual Life                 [$1000]    o Family Life                 [$1100] 
o Student/Senior Member   [$20]        o  Business Member      [$200] 
         o Conservator Membership    [$250] 

Payment Method 
��� �  Check (Payable to Trout Unlimited) ��������  Charge 

Visa/MC #_____________________________Exp.________ 
Signature__________________________________________
All Donations of Cash and Property can be recognized as a TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE to the maximum extent allowed by the IRS

Canadian Members - please add $5/yr  
All other countries please add $20/yr  

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN NORTH AMERICA’S LARGEST  
TROUT, SALMON & STEELHEAD CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION 

NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE PD. 
GRANTS PASS, OR 

PERMIT No. 132 
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P.O. BOX 962 GRANTS PASS, OR 97528 


