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Babyfoot Lake update

Back in June 2006 myself, ODFW asst. district fish biologist Steve
Mazur, and 2 volunteers hiked into Babyfoot Lake to evaluate last year's-exper
mental stocking of Chetco River stock juvenile steelhead. As you ribeall,
illegally introduced largemouth bass had eliminated the (brook) trout
fishery in Babyfoot, and a strong contingent of Steelheaders and other
volunteers helped stock 930 fish last fall by foot to try and revive a
trout fishery. We were happy to see upon reaching the lake many rising
trout feeding on aquatic insects. We sampled several hours with hook and
line and found the average catch per effort was 1.4 trout per hour, good
enough for beginning anglers who might bore easily. We found small
spinners (the smaller the better) and flies worked well and it was cesgssy
to bring a floating device in as there was good access on the fallen logs
and from the bank. The fish fought well and were very acrobatic. Although the
fish were skinny and had a lower than average condition factor (a measure
of plumpness) we were happy to see that they had grown into the "legal"
size class of 8 inches. We expect they had low condition because of going
through the smoltification process.

We plan on going back in the fall to see how much growth the fish put on
over the summer and to see how many young of the year bass we see. We will also
be discussing future stocking plans. We snorkeled some of the lake and Baw qua
tatively fewer bass than the previous year. 1 largemouth bass was aadgt
was a female that had not spawned yet. Thanks Mike for all the hardheork t
Steelheaders pi on this project. They helped create a quality coldwater
fishery for kids and anglers of all ages and should be commended.

Respectfully,
lan S. Reid

District Fisheries Biologist
USDA Forest Service Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest
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All Club Meetings are held at
Bethany Presbyterian Church
748 N.W. 5th St. Grants Pass, Or.

Meetings
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THERE WILL BE NO GENERAL
MEETING IN AUGUST DUE TO THE
CLUB PICNIC
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Tuesday, September 5th
Board Meeting 6:30 PM
General Membership Welcome to Atter

Tuesday, September 19th
General Meeting 7:00 PM
ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS AND
BOARD MEMBERS

*
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All members are encouraged to subfn
articles and/or stories, pictures, etc. to
monthly newsletter. They can be E-mailed

fishtherogue@grantspass.com
If you are including pictures, please attach t
as a separate file from your text. Thank You

The deadline for the submission
of articles is the 25th of the month.

SPECIAL EVENTS

The last chance to purchase tickets to
annual Salmon Derby Dinner Raffle and Aug
tion on Friday September 8 will be at our an
nual picnic on August 12. We have to turn in|
head count to the Riverside well in advance
the event. There may be a few tickets availg
thereafter thru Salmon Derby Treasurer Car
Rice but there is no guarantee of that. So | |
you to get tickets now if you plan to come to
the dinner and help us support the Middle

Rogue Chaptér

d
M.R.S Newsletter Online

The beta version of the home pag
of our web site is open for review. We
will be populating it over the next few
weeks and making a few changes, like
adding buttons for the DERBY, Guides
Sponsors Favorite Links etc. Just clich
hgn the following link for a first look.
ofhanks!

m http://www.rogue-steelheaders.org/
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B _cockras. Lo Casra
e RESTAURANT]
LOUNGE 476-1313
476-1668

515 S.W. ROGUE RIVER HWY.

The September general meeting
will include the election of the offi-
cers and board members for the
next term, This is your club. Pleas
get involved and guide the direc-
tion that you wish it to go.

SRANTS PASS. OREGON 97527
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FALL RIVER TRIPS AND
IN- HOUSE CLUB SALMON DERBY

For new members, the drift boat owners get
together and take club members out fishing on the
middle Rogue. These trips are opportunities for ug

to learn more about fishing, and hopefully, serve

a reward for members who work on the many pro-

jects that the Middle Rogue Steelheaders are in-
volved in. It also provides an opportunity to get a

quainted with new members, have fun, and maybq

catch some fish.
Rod and reels, terminal tackle including

lures and bait are provided by the boat owners. A

you will need is a lunch, something to drink, a hat
and sunscreen, and a pair of low boots or a pair o
pool shoes.

The trips include 4 river trips and the annug
in-club salmon derby. For the river trips, drift boat

owners are required to provide at least one seat fi

as

FISHING ~ RoGuk Rivir

HIDEOUT

m(-rluul\'mq the

Grants Pass. Oregon

Lodging & Fishing Guide Services

NANCY DURAN
(541) 955-1046

www fishinghideout.com

club members, but are free to select a person of t
choice for the second seat. The in-house club
salmon derby is limited to club members only.

The dates for river trips are:
Tuesday, August 22
Sign up was at the July general meeti

Wednesday, September

124 S.W. K" St.

TOYOTA

Pickup ¢ 4Runner ¢ Land Cruiser

orollasTerceleSuprasMR2+Previa

476-6858

Grants Pass, Oregon,

Sign up will be at the Aug. 12, MRS Picni

Thursday, October 5
Sign up at the September general meet

Tuesday, October 174
Sign up at the September general meet

The date for the in-house club salmon derl:!'

is::
Wednesday, September 2
Sign up at the August 12, MRS Picn

John Blackledge
Chairman for River Trips

NEWLY
REMODELED

Awarded Best Western
Directors Award

c Breakfast

111 NE Agness Avenue,

Grants Pass, OR 97526
541-476-1117 * Fax 541-479-4315
Reservations: 1-800-553-ROOM(7666)

E- com

Free High Speed Internet




THERE WAS NO BOARD MEETING IN JULY
DUE TO THE HOLIDAY. THERFORE THERE
ARE NO MINUTES TO PUBLISH THIS MONTH.

LAKE FISHING

MRS July Lake Fishing Trip was at Lost Creek
Lake on Wed., July 26. After a hearty, early breakfast at
Shy's in Shadfy Cove, six boats and 13 anglers headed
for Lost Creek Lake. An early start produced good re-
sults and enabled us to beat the heat and the water
skiers. This proved to be a good call as it got hot in the
afternoon and the skiers whipped the water into near
whitecaps. All boats reported fish caught and some had
limited out by noon. Ed Chapman wins the title for big-
gest fish with a 15 1/2 incher. Ed and his partner Dick
Oldham stayed the longest, not pulling out till after 5SPM.
A good time for all who signed up.

August outing will be Wed., Aug 30. Lake to be
fished has not been determined due to falling water lev-
els. Sign up will be at the club picnic. Since there will be
no general meeting in August, you can also sign up by
calling Bob Turner at 665-2384.

Bob Turner, Lake Fishing Chairman

Fish Rescue Project on

Jones Creek

We had our first "fish rescue" project of
the year a week ago. When the ODFW gets
notification of stranded fish in a small
stream that is receding in level, they call
our coordinator (Ed Chapman) who organ-
izes a few Steelheader volunteers to help
capture and transport the fish to higher wa-
ter. In this case the ODFW provided a port-
able electro-shock device to make capture
easier. 4 people captured, transported and
rescued 321 fish in a few hours. All were
identified as Steelhead or trout. The site
was Jones creek a small tributary of the
Rogue just upstream of Grants Pass. We'll
likely have additional projects like this be-
fore the fall rains come. Stranded anadro-
mous fish are a real problem in SW Ore-
gon.

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT

GUIDE SERVICE
Salmon & Steelhead
——(541) 955-0398——




STEELHEADERS.:

When you have successfully signed
for automatic delivery of a notification that
our monthly newsletter is available on our
website for your review, you will get a notifi

ip

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT

Power in Tune with Nature

cation like the attached message. To sign up:

open website

Click "Subscribe" in the lower left of the
home page

Enter your Email address
Click "Send Request"

You should have a natification back in 24 h
or less.

DEALER FOR HONDA OUTBOARDS
*2 HP through130 hp*

-Willie Drift Boats:

-Predator Power Boats
*17'through22'*

Special Discounted Prices To
Middle Rogue Steelheaders

WILLIE BOATS
“Simply the Best”
1440 Justice Road - Central Point - Oregon - 97502
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Chuck Fustish of the ODFW has asked thal
we help collect lines and leaders that are put in Li
Collection Boxes established along the Rogue Ri
Right now, there is one box at the Whitehorse Ra
and ODFW is thinking of putting in a couple of ad
tional ones probably at the Baker Park and Rober
Bridge Ramps. The purpose of the boxes is to co
veniently allow fishermen to deposit broken and d
carded lines and leader in the boxes as opposed t
leaving it on the banks where it can harm fish and
wildlife.

We need a Chapter member to volunteer tq
chair the program. | don't think the duties need be

big impact. We could ask all steelheaders launching

or taking out at any of the ramps where the Line g

lection Boxes are located to check to see if there is

LICENSED GUIDE

1180 Casey Place
Grants Pass, Oregon

SMOKER

ROGUE RIVER BOATSHOP

1815 SW Bridge Street Grants Pass, Oregon

479 -1504
Brett Clark
10% DISCOUNT to Middle Rogue Steelheaders

DRIFTER  ALUMAWELD

a

ol-

any line inside and put it in a small plastic bag witt
date and location on the outside. It could then be
brought to a monthly Chapter meeting where the
Chairperson would collect the bags of line and pla}
the line in a postage paid box provided by the
ODFW. There are some reporting requirements s
as weight and location that have to recorded whe
the line ismailedin once or twice a year

www.onepixeldesign.com/secrets

“‘SECRETS”

GUIDE SERVICE

Salmon, Steelhead
ce

Rob Yuen
Grants Pass, Oregon
(541) 862-2160

ch

“I'll Fish Anywhere”




PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS FOR AUGUST

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT

Staying Solvent

Alright, | admit it. | worry about the Chapter gtag
solvent in the long run. If we’re going to conténaur conserva
tion efforts as well as have a lot fun in the pesceve have to
bring in more money than we spend. But in thretheflast four|
years, expenditures have been higher than incdre.total
difference isn’t great but | do worry about thentte

Our primary income source is the annual fall Saimo
Derby and we're making a big effort this year torease reve-
nue. Butit's a real drain on time, consuming hedd of volun-
teer hours and solicitation work. Our monthly Cleapaffle
covers raffle prizes, refreshments at Chapter mgstithe an-
nual picnic, certificates awarded at the annuahitation dinner
and some of the costs of the Christmas dinner.alemake a
few dollars from Map Book sales. Besides all theservation
work we cover, we also have to pay fixed costs sichmeeting
room rental, newsletters, speaker trophies, stdvagéing rent,
permits, postage, supplemental insurance, etcedrinsts are
approaching $7,000 per year with printing and mgithe
Newsletter the biggest single item.

In March of 2006 | formally asked TU to returnaager
share of our dues to this Chapter. We currently gat back
about 5% of the $15,000 in dues we generate eamh Ji&J just
responded and said in a nutshell that “it is nat pposition to
readjust its year-end Chapter/Council rebate pragjrd was
not surprised by that answer.

It seems that for every door that closes, a neswuaiti
open. In a recent meeting with the other OregorCHapters
and the State TU Council, | found that there wasigsersal con:
cern about financing the work of Chapters. Somap@irs have
gone out of existence at least partially becaudiaficial prob-
lems. The State Council and other Chapters allrfasing Chap
ter dues if other means to raise funds are notuateq There is
nothing in TU’s By-Laws that prevent such a move.

But before we consider implementation of Chapter
dues, | think there are certain steps we needke ta&he Board
needs to take a close look at all of our fixed eges to see
which ones might be reduced. We need to fully engnt the
MRS website and move to electronic distributiomesletters
as much as possible. That could save 2 or $3,§@armalone.
think we need to look over the supplemental insteame pur-

FISHING GUIDES RAFTING FISHING
KITCHENS PRIVATE DECKS

“Very Relaxing”....Your Hosts:The Marrs

"#$% #&' ($$$

2600 Rogue River Hwy - Grants Pass, OR

chase to make sure we are not duplicating the ageefU giveq
us for free in their umbrella liability policy. Weeed to see if
there are ways to increase the revenue generatedriylap
Books which are so popular with river floaters. dthere are
probably many other actions that should be consitlet am
interested in hearing from you if you have ideas!

As a last step, we need to consider implementingpc
ter dues. | consider such action a last step hettloat has to be
considered if other actions are not effective.

Mike Cooley, President




Club Fall Fishing Trips to begin! Just as in life there’s “no free lunch” on the MRS fishing trips. We are now ready to
begin our Salmon, summer Steelhead, and winter Steelhead trips, as well as continuing our lake expeditions, so
PLEASE don't forget to volunteer for an MRS work project. THE BOTTOM LINE IS THIS; THE BOARD OF DIREC-
TORS HAVE DECIDED THAT “NO WORK PROJECT...NO CLUB FISHING TRIPS.” As both a boat owner and a
member of the board | must say | strongly support this position. Fishing on a member owned drift or lake boat is a
privilege not a guarantee. Members must attend club meeting to sign up for both the work projects and the fishing
trips. The two exceptions to this club rule are brand new members who have not had time to get involved and our
more “senior” members who have paid their work project dues many times over. The club trips are a great opportu-
nity to fish our rivers and lakes, make new friends and save some big bucks! Although simply working on any MRS
project is a rewarding experience in itself, the opportunity to fish for salmon and steelhead with our volunteer boat
owners is one of the great perks of being a member of the Middle Rogue Steelheaders!

When going on a lake or river trips please remember the following:

If you have to cancel let the boat owner know ASAP. Never, REPEAT; never be a no show. There are club
members on a waiting list to take your seat if you must cancel.

Dudes (guest fishers) buy the boat owner breakfast the morning of the trip.

Sharing the cost of gas is required for lake trips and suggested for river trips, please offer.

Check with the boat owner regarding equipment and baits. Ask what you can or should bring.

Bring you lunch and plenty of water for the hot salmon trips or coffee for the cold steelhead runs.

Dress appropriately. Usually in layers and wear water sandals or boots. Remember hats, sunscreen and sun-
glasses. BRING YOUR OWN CLEANING/FILLETING KNIFE!

If you are not familiar with “back bouncing” or “side drifting” take advantage of our club clinics on basic salmon or
steelhead fishing techniques.

Fishing forecast is looking up! After a very poor winter steelhead season in 2005 and an almost non-existent springer
season in 2006 the summer steelhead run is looking like one of the best in years. The Winchester Dam (Umpqua
River) reports that to date the steelhead run is the best in the last 10 years. The count at gold Ray dam shows this
year’s run to be ahead of eight of the last ten years.

Reports from both Gold Beach (Rogue River) and Brookings (Chetco River) are exciting. Four years ago in 2002 we
had a run of very large salmon. That was the year that the 72 Ib. salmon was caught on the lower Rogue and many
50 Ib. salmon were boated all along the river. Larger salmon stay out in the ocean for four years and this year’s anni-
versary of 2002 is looking great. Jot's Landing (Gold Beach) already reports almost 50 fish in the 40 Ib. plus range.
There are reports of sardines over 10 inches long in the ocean and the Chetco River is loaded with baitfish. | hope
these reports are not wishful thinking and do lead to a great salmon season this year, we are due.

ONLY ONE MORE MONTH OF SNAIL MAIL PAPER NEWSLETTERS. Except for members who do not own a com-
puter and contact a board member requesting a mailed paper version of the MRS Newsletter, September will be the
last month that we will mail hard copies of the newsletter to our members. We are joining the electronic age. The
newsletter is available now, and will be in following months, at our new web site. The address for the Middle Rogue
Steelheaders home page is http://www.rogue-steelheaders.org/. Drop by our new web site, take a look and let us
know what you think. We are open to suggestions and will offer members the opportunity to post their own fishing
reports and stories as well as your best fishing photos.

Good Luck!
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JOIN THE EXPERTS
LEARN to catch more fish!

LEARN where

& when to go!

LEARN how to raise & protect fish!

JOIN or START

a local Chapter!

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN NORTH AMERICA’'S LARGEST

TROUT, SALMON & STEELHEAD CONS

ERVATION ORGANIZATION

APPLICATION Please tisis form to sign-up a friend
PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP CATAGORY
NAME o First Time Member [$17.50] oRegularmviership [$35]
ADDRESS o Family Membership [$50] 0 3-YeardRlar [$90]
3 Year Famil $100 S| Citmttor [$100]
CITY STATE ZIP o individual Life [[$1oo%>] 3;5;.'559' ' [[$11(1 1
PHONE # (DAY) (EVEN|NG) o Student/Senior Member [$20] 0 Busirdssnber  [$200]
Conservator Membership  [$250]
OCCUPATION O ayment Method
SPONSORMIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEAD CHAPTER #649 aMC Sheck(Payable tdrout Unlimiteg  _ Charge
I would like to become active in TU projects. Please contamng‘gnmwe P

SEND TO: TROUT UNLIMITED  MEMBERSHIP DEPT.
P.O. BOX 7400 Code 649

WOLLYBUGGER, WV 25438

|All Donations of Cash and Property can be recognizkas a TA!
DEDUCTIBLE to the maximum extent allowed by the IRS

Canadian Members - please add $5/yr
Al other countries please add $20/yr




