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FREE — TAKE ONE

THIS IS YOUR LAST NEWSLETTER

 The September newsletter will be the last 
snail-mail hard copy newsletter.  Effective Octo-
ber only advertisers, Trout Unlimited, government 
officials and members who do not have a com-
puter will get a copy in the mail.   
 For members wanting to continue to get a 
copy of the newsletter please contact any officer 
listed on the left side of this page and confirm 
your mailing address.  We will then add your 
name to our mailing list.   
 For the rest of us the web site address for the 
Middle Rogue Steelheaders home page is http://
www.rogue-steelheaders.org/ including newslet-
ters, additional chapter news, club events, great 
MRS photos and useful links.   
 Please sign up for automatic events and news 
email notification at the web site 



���������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
�

��������������������������������� ���
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

All Club Meetings are held  at  
Bethany Presbyterian Church 

748 N.W. 5th St. Grants Pass, Or. 

 2 0 0 6 

       Meetings 
**************************** 

Tuesday, September 19th
General Meeting 7:00 PM 

ELECTIONS OF OFFICERS AND 
BOARD MEMBERS       

The speaker for he night will be  
Mike Van Dyke from ODFW 

**********************************
Tuesday, October 3rd 

Board Meeting 6:30 PM 
General Membership Welcome to Attend 

********************************* 
Monday October 9th 

Installation Dinner 6:00 PM 
See special events section 

*****************************
  
 All members are encouraged to submit 
articles and/or stories, pictures, etc. to the 
monthly newsletter. They can be E-mailed to:       

fishtherogue@grantspass.com.
If you are including pictures, please attach them 
as a separate file from your text. Thank You 

The deadline for the submission 
of articles is the 25th of the month.

SPECIAL EVENTS
********************************************

Monday October 9th
Installation Dinner 6:00 PM 

Grants Pass Elks Club 
No Host Bar 

Dinner served @ 7:00 PM 
Cost  will be $25 per person.   

The dinner is open to all members,  
prospective members, friends, and guests. 

Payment at time of reservation  
is requested.   

If reserving by check, please make it  
payable to the Elks Club. 

Contact Gary Still @474-9448
************************************************* 

M.R.S Newsletter Online
 The beta version of the home page 
of our web site is open for review. We 
will be populating it over the next few 
weeks and making a few changes, like 
adding buttons for the DERBY, Guides & 
Sponsors, Favorite Links etc. Just click 
on the following link for a first look. 
Thanks! 

http://www.rogue-steelheaders.org/

********************************* 
WATCH FOR THE  

ANNUAL SALMON DERBY 
NEWS IN THE NEXT 
MONTH’S EDITION 



Pickup • 4Runner  • Land Cruiser 

•Camry•Celica•Paseo•Corolla•Tercel•Supra•MR2•Previa

476-6858
   124  S.W. “K” St.        Grants Pass, Oregon,  

  TOYOTA 

OREGON TROUT UNLIMITED  
STATE PROJECT 

“BULL TROUT RENDEVOUS V.”
Friday, Saturday, Sunday October 6, 7 & 8 2006 

HOST CHAPTER: CLACKAMAS RIVER TU 
Place: LAKE CREEK ON THE METOLIUS 
RIVER 
Join your statewide associates in Trout Unlimited for our state 

project on the Metolius River. We will be working with the 
Deschutes Land Trust as part of their Back to Home Waters
campaign to develop interpretive trails and perform habitat 
restoration work on Lake Creek in a joint effort to restore 

Steelhead and Sockeye Salmon runs in the Metolius basin, and 
we will fish for native redband trout and bull trout in the beau-

tiful month of October! More information on the Deschutes 
Land Trust and the Metolius Preserve can be found at 

www.deschuteslandtrust/MetoliusPreserve.htm

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS: 
Meet at South Kiosk Metolius Preserve  

(see web address for map) 
FRIDAY OCT. 6 
9:30am Start time 

Activities: Sawing of thinned pine for free firewood  
Cleanup of area around interpretive kiosk 

SATURDAY OCT. 7 
9:30am Start time 

Activities: Building of trails to fish viewing platforms 
Removal of a recreational dam on Lake Creek 

Habitat assessment on Lake Creek 
SATURDAY NIGHT BARBEQUE  

SUNDAY OCT. 8 
Visit and fish the Metolius 

ACCOMODATIONS: Host Campground; Camp 
Sherman 
 Additional Camps:Allen Springs, Lower Bridge, 
Candle Creek, Pine Rest 
Hotels; RV:  Metolius River Lodge  
cabins@metoliusriverlodge.com
  Metolius River Resort  
reservations@metolius-river-resort.com
  Lake Creek Lodge 
stay@lakecreeklodge.com
  Cold Springs Resort ph: 541-595-6271 
  House on the Metolius 
house@metolius.com
  Black Butte Motel  
www.blackbutte-resort.com ; sea-dog@outlawnet.com
  Black Butte Ranch 
info@BlackButteRanch.com

WATCH THE CLACKAMAS RIVER TU WEB-
SITE; www.clackamasrivertu.org for UPDATES.  
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111 NE Agness Avenue,  
Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-476-1117 * Fax 541-479-4315 
Reservations: 1-800-553-ROOM(7666) 
E-mail:bestwesterngpi@charterinternet.com

· Awarded Best Western 
Directors Award 

· Complimentary Breakfast 

· Free High Speed Internet 

NEWLY  
REMODELED



MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER 
BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY- AUGUST 5, 2006 

The meeting was called to order by President Mike 
Cooley at 6:30 p.m.  
There were 37 officers, board members and guests 
in attendance. 

President’s comments: 
  Mike reviewed the agenda for the night’s 
meeting. Mike passed around signup sheets for the 
installation dinner and the club’s annual river 
clean up. 
 Henry Nussbaum and Bud Hatton will give 
the safety topics at the next two meetings. 

 Mike discussed the SORA’s letter project 
on land use and violation occurring.  

 Speakers for September and November are 
Mike Van Dyke from ODFW and Dorene Fergu-
son from the Jo. Parks Dept.  

 Don Porter gave a report on the club’s in-
surance.   

 The Treasurer’s report was given and ap-
proved as given. Our bulk mailing rate will change 
on the first of October.  This is due to our going to 
the electronic newsletter. 

 Ray Tharp gave a report on the Jo. County 
riparian meeting.  Discussion followed. 

 Gary Still gave a report on the meeting he 
and Mike Cooley had with commissioner candidate 
Dave Toler.  Discussion followed. 

 Kevin O’Malley gave an update on the 
Salmon Derby.  All things are ready to go.  We 
have 32 boats in the Derby.  Two boats are for 
MRS members.  There will be a walk through 
meeting at the fairgrounds this Friday at 9:30 a.m.  
The set up time for the Riverside is 12:00 p.m.  
Doors will open at 5:00 p.m for the dinner, auc-
tions and raffle. We have 200 dinner reservations. 
Kevin would like all those members working on 
the Derby to turn in their hours to him ASAP.  
  (continued on next page) 
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        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
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GUIDE SERVICE 
Salmon & Steelhead 

———(541) 955-0398———



           
 Power in Tune with Nature    �

�����
������	�
 �

�
�
�

DEALER FOR HONDA OUTBOARDS 
*2 HP through 130 hp* 

*Willie Drift Boats* 

*Predator Power Boats*
*17’through 22’* 

Special Discounted Prices To 
Middle Rogue Steelheaders 

WILLIE BOATS 
 “Simply the Best” 

1440 Justice Road - Central Point - Oregon - 97502 

        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 

LICENSED GUIDE 
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1180 Casey Place 
Grants Pass,  Oregon 

         SMOKER        DRIFTER      ALUMAWELD 

ROGUE RIVER BOATSHOP
1815 SW Bridge Street  Grants Pass, Oregon

479 -1504 
Brett Clark 

10% DISCOUNT to Middle Rogue Steelheaders

MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER 
BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY- AUGUST 5, 2006 

   (Continued from page 4) 

 Ray Tharp gave a report on the Jo. 
County riparian meeting.  Discussion followed. 

 Ray Tharp reported on the MRS commit-
tee for the reimbursement policy and their rec-
ommendations.  Discussion followed.  Ray and 
his committee will refine their report and bring it 
back to the next board meeting for final review. 

 Bill Hickey discussed the 2007 calendar 
and some items on it.  Discussion followed.  He 
will meet with the church’s secretary and see if 
some changes may be made for July.  Clinics 
were discussed and we will move the back 
bounce clinic to August and the side drift clinic 
to September. 

 Bob Womack discussed the newsletter, its 
distribution and costs. Cost per newsletter will 
go up due to the reduced number of copies when 
we go electronic in October. Lloyd Trudeau vol-
unteered to paste the label and stamps each 
month.   Discussion followed. 

 Gary Still and Chuck Closterman dis-
cussed the new web sight. We have just survived 
our first web sight crash.  Discussion followed. 

Mike Cooley discussed the Hog Creek Project.  
If all goes as planned it should be useable on Fri-
day, September 8,  2006.  This will be just in 
time for our Derby. 

Fred Secco will check with the scuba divers for 
the river clean up. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.     Bill Hickey - 
Secretary 
       
    

“SECRETS” 
GUIDE SERVICE 

Rob Yuen 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

(541) 479-2296

“I’ll Fish Anywhere” 

Salmon, Steelhead 

www.onepixeldesign.com/secrets 



President’s Comments for September 2006
Progress toward Accomplishing Goals

 I would like to use my column this month to give my 
assessment of progress in accomplishing the goals that were set 
for the Steelheaders last October. Some of you will recall that 
there were six broad subject areas. 
 I think we’ve made substantial progress in each area albeit some 
more than others.   

Increase Participation:  We’ve been adding anywhere from 1-4 
new members each month and many of them have become active 
participants. I think the “core” of really active members that 
carry most of the burden of work has gone up substantially also.  
There have been a few field projects that have struggled for 
enough participation to get the job done but I would still give us 
a solid “well done” in meeting this goal.   
Review and Update By-Laws and Constitution:  We estab-
lished a committee to lead this effort and a new set of By-Laws 
was voted on and adopted by the Chapter in March, 2006.  As far 
as I am concerned we accomplished this goal 100 percent.  The 
By-Laws and Standing rules are available to everyone electroni-
cally so they won’t get “lost” again.   
Review Committee Structure and Assignments and Develop 
Duty Statements:  We conducted a review of the existing com-
mittee structure by the first of the year which resulted in a num-
ber of substantial changes including several revised committee 
assignments where there was a need for new leadership or the 
previous leader wanted to be relieved.  We also developed a 
complete set of “duty statements” for each committee 
Expand our Use of Technology:  One of our most notable ac-
complishments over the last year as far as I am concerned is the 
implementation of a Chapter website.  We are on target to have it 
operational by October 1.  I think this is a giant step in making 
information available to our membership as well as reaching out 
into the community.  I think we have done very well in imple-
menting this goal. 
Expand our Accomplishment of Field Projects.  We’ve cer-
tainly become a lot more aggressive and proactive in seeking 
field project opportunities and it shows in the number of projects 
we accomplished over the year and the others we are consider-
ing.  In fact we have so many in-stream project proposals com-
ing at us right now we’ll need to become selective in which ones 
we tackle first.  And maybe most important is that we’ve rees-
tablished our connection with entities like the BLM, FS, County, 
City and Watershed Councils in an effort to reach out and have 
more projects.  
Have Fun:  This is a hard goal to measure because it varies so 
much with the individual.  But I think it’s an important goal with 
a volunteer organization.  Frankly if we didn’t have Chapter fish-
ing trips and other events that are fun for the membership, I 
don’t think the Steelheaders would last very long.  I think the 
best way to instill fun into our activities is to continue the special 
events designed for the purpose and spread the work around to as 
many qualified individuals as possible.   
 Overall, I would give us a solid “B” for accomplish-
ment of the goals that were set last year.  And that’s not bad 

    Mike Cooley, President    

FISHING GUIDES ����  RAFTING ����  FISHING 
KITCHENS ����  PRIVATE DECKS 

“Very Relaxing”....Your Hosts:The Marrs 

!"#$%��#&' ($$$
2600 Rogue River Hwy - Grants Pass, OR 
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        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
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SAVAGE RAPIDS DAM.   With the awarding of a $28 million federal contract on August 9, 2006, for the removal of Sav-
age Rapids dam by late 2009, the final days of the dam are in sight. To say that this removal project has generated a lot of contro-
versy and questions would be a major understatement.  Several new members of the Middle Rogue Steelheaders have asked, 
“what is the story behind Savage Rapids Dam?”    

Savage Rapids Dam is an 80 year old 39-foot tall, 500 foot wide concrete diversion dam that spans the mainstem of the Rogue 
River at river mile 107 located just upstream from the City of Grants Pass.  There are an additional 50 miles of the main stem of 
the Rogue River and over 500 miles of prime spawning streams above Savage Rapids dam.  A 1995 Bureau of Reclamation study 
concluded that the dam impedes passage of significant portions of spring and Coho salmon runs as well as populations of upriver 
steelhead.  In addition the dam’s fish ladders and screens do not meet basic current standards for fish passage.  The dam is also 
strictly a diversion dam, holding back and raising the river level behind the dam so water can be easily drawn off for irrigation use.  
It does not provide any flood control, storage, navigation or hydropower function.  A 1995 Bureau of Reclamation report concluded 
that removal of the dam would increase fish escapement by 22%.  This translates into about 114,000 salmon and steelhead mak-
ing it past the current dam each year.  The bureau’s P.E.R.S. report also found that replacing the dam with pumps will be more 
cost effective than bringing the dams fish ladders and screens up to current standards.  The National Marine Fisheries Services, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Oregon’s Department of Fish and Wildlife and Trout Unlimited all support dam removal as the best 
solution to the fish passage problems at Savage Rapids dam. 

The Oregon Plan for Salmon and Watersheds offers this summary: 

“RESTORING A HISTORIC WATERWAY: Savage Dam Removal 
For more than 20 years community and statewide advocacy groups have argued heatedly over removal of the Savage Rapids 
dam on the Rogue River.  This dam inhibited access to over 500 miles of upstream habitat for five species of salmon and steel-
head.  Owned and operated by Grants Pass Irrigation district for over 70 years, the dam is the source of irrigation water for an 
area transitioning from agricultural to rural residential development.  After years of negotiations, the district, community, and advo-
cacy groups and state and federal agencies reached an agreement to remove the dam, while allowing the irrigation district to draw 
water from the Rogue using pumps.  In 2002, OWEB (Oregon’s Watershed Enhancement Board) became the first to commit fund-
ing toward the project by awarding a $3 million challenge grant to the district for the removal of the dam and restoration of this 
stretch of river.  This early commitment of state funds will enable the group to more successfully pursue private and federal funding 
for the overall project.  OWEB’s investment will leverage this rare opportunity to dramatically improve salmon and steelhead popul-
lations on the Rogue River while maintaining a community water source.” 

During much of the 1990’s GPID, conservation groups, and state and federal government did argue over the benefits of dam re-
moval.  However with the final contract to remove the dam in effect, conservationists, irrigators and government officials cele-
brated.  GPID, state water officials, fish biologists and salmon advocates have worked to replace this aged dam since a 1995 fed-
eral report determined that Savage Rapids was the river’s single largest impediment to native salmon and steelhead.  The Bureau 
of reclamation recently completed a second environmental study backing the 1995 conclusion that dam removal was the cheapest 
alternative for solving fish-passage and water delivery issues.  

The first phase calls for the construction of a pumping plant that will deliver up to 150 cubic feet per second of water from the 
Rogue to GPID’s patrons.  Next a pipe bridge will be build to carry water from the plant on the south side to the canals on the 
north.  Finally most of the dam will be removed with all work scheduled to be completed by 12-19-09. 

In a 2000 press release Trout Unlimited said “removing it (Savage Rapids dam) is the single biggest step that can be taken to re-
store the (Rogue) river and it’s endangered salmon and steelhead.” 

         Good Luck! 



JOIN THE EXPERTS 
LEARN to catch more fish! 

 LEARN where & when to go! 
 LEARN  how to raise & protect fish! 
JOIN or START  a local Chapter! 

APPLICATION                                                                                 Please use this form to sign-up a friend

NAME_____________________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________________ 
CITY_________________STATE_____ZIP_______ 
PHONE #____________(DAY)___________(EVENING) 
OCCUPATION______________________________
SPONSOR: MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEAD CHAPTER  #649 
 I would like to become active in TU projects. Please contact me.
  

SEND TO:    TROUT UNLIMITED     MEMBERSHIP DEPT. 
   P.O. BOX 7400 Code  649 
   WOLLYBUGGER, WV 25438                

 PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP CATAGORY: 
o First Time Member         [$17.50]    oRegular Membership  [$35]   
o Family Membership        [$50]         o 3-Year Regular          [$90] 
o 3 Year Family         [$100]      o Sponsor Contributor   [$100]        
o Individual Life                 [$1000]    o Family Life                 [$1100] 
o Student/Senior Member   [$20]        o  Business Member      [$200] 
         o Conservator Membership    [$250] 

Payment Method 
��� �  Check (Payable to Trout Unlimited) ��������  Charge 

Visa/MC #_____________________________Exp.________ 
Signature__________________________________________
All Donations of Cash and Property can be recognized as a TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE to the maximum extent allowed by the IRS

Canadian Members - please add $5/yr  
All other countries please add $20/yr  

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN NORTH AMERICA’S LARGEST  
TROUT, SALMON & STEELHEAD CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION 

NON-PROFIT 
U.S. POSTAGE PD. 
GRANTS PASS, OR 

PERMIT No. 132 
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P.O. BOX 962 GRANTS PASS, OR 97528 


