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Tuesday, January 16th  ||s S *
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Tuesday, February 6th L 150 &
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All members are encouraged to subjpit $ s 1
articles and/or stories, pictures, etc. tofthe e )
monthly newsletter. They can be E-mailed
to: fishtherogue@grantspass.com L
If you are including pictures, please attgich, #$ )
them as a separate file from your tgxt.#
Thank You & ((( #o
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ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER 2006

-POOL-
HENOG- = e
~ Aot Cnolta
The "In Accord" choral group consisting 0 -COCKTAILS- RESTAURANT

12 frisky ladies, got the evening off to a cheerf|, . - POy
start as they entertained the 63 members 4 gé?g?é% 476-1313
spouses with a medly of 12 Christmas carols ral
ing from old standbys to current Christmas p 515 S.W. ROGUE RIVER HWY.
tunes. A great crowd pleaser was their rendition g GRANTS PASS, OREGON 97527
parody of "The 12 Days of Christmas."

lll'l‘r’dll!LlIl(’ /I"’
The setting was the Elks Club on Monda F G TF T
December 4th, and the food, as always, was d M_N_ pl((.)‘&l‘L[lfml%)!)ml‘R
cious. The trend toward healthy eating is eviden| I [ D EO U1 e e
practiced by our members as 26 halibut dishes
38 prime rib dishes competed with each other
top honors.

Lodging & Fishing Guide Services

NANCY DURAN
President Mike Cooley addressed the gath (531 3551048
resident Mike Cooley addressed the ga T

ing and heaped praise upon the food, the entert www'f'ShmgmdeOUt'com
ments, and the accomplishments of the past yeaf. If
you haven't already read Mike's "State of the U
ion" summary of 2006 accomplishments, | strong
urge you to do so as it is truly amazing just hd
much the Middle Rogue Steelheaders have acc
plished in the course of one year. As a result,
have been recognized and complimented by m

TOYOTA

Pickup ¢ 4Runner ¢ Land Cruiser

orollasTercelsSuprasMR2+Previa

sources. Mike ended with this statement, "Let's @s- 476-6858
pire to be as good next year as our dogs think jwe 124 S.Ww.“K” St. Grants Pass, Oregon,
are."
NEWLY
Mike also thanked Gary Still who started REMODELED

year ago to organize this popular event.

At least 7 new members attended for tige

first time, and were asked to stand and be recqg- 111 NE Agness Avenue,
nized. Newcomer Chuck Green won the coveth’ ~— Grants Pass, OR 97526
guided boat trip with Dan Lyon of Pacific Guid Diretors Award Resenvations: 1800555 HOOM(7666)

Service. - c Breakfast E-mail internet.com

Free High Speed Internet

The program ended when Bill Hickey pr
sented Mike Cooley with a special gift of &
"Redneck Fishing Pole" plaque. There's a long stgry
behind this, so stay tuned.

QD

Until next year, have a happy holiday and
prosperous new year!

Howard Arnold

The Rowing Reporter




MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT
BOARD MEETING
TUESDAY- DECEMBER 5, 2006

The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Mike Cooley at 6:30 p.m. In attendance were|
28 officers, board members and guests. A new

member Gordon French was introduced by Cole GUIDE SERVICE
Tidwell.
awe Salmon & Steelhead
President’'s comments: —(541) 955-0398——
Bill Hickey will give the safety topic for
February.

Leah Emanuel will make an oversized check for
$1,000.00 to Jo. Parks Foundation to give to
Dorene Ferguson at the Jan. general meeting for
the Fort Knox lock boxes.

We have had over 6,000 hits on our MRS
web sight.

There will be a write up in the TU maga-
zine on our club activities.

The Treasurer’s report was given and ap-
proved as corrected.

Secretary Bill Hickey reported on the
Rogue Sportsman and Guide Association. This
organization seems to be in a state of flux and the|
are interested in getting projects for donations of
the money they have raised. Discussion followed
by the board as to what projects to ask money for
The following items were discussed.

$1,000.00 for lock boxes for boat ramps
$3,000.00 for the next boat ramp upgrade
$5,000.00 for the Mid Rogue Water Shed Council
$5,000.00 for the Williams Creek Water Shed
Council
$2,000.00 for the Seven Basins Water Shed Coun-
cil.

Secretary Bill and President Mike will at-
tend the RSGA board meeting next Tuesday in
Medford.

After a presentation by President Mike
Cooley, Lou Hickey will be the Salmon Derby
chair person for 2007. Skip Seaver will be the so
licitation chair person for the derby. Mary Cooley
will take over as Ladies’ chairperson. Dale Lee
will assist as derby treasurer.

(continued on next page)




MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER
BOARD MEETING
TUESDAY DECEMBER 5, 2006

(Continued from page 4)

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT

Power in Tune with Nature

Cole Tidwell, the map book chairperson gaye

a report on map books. He is looking to expand tl
map book at the next printing to include the Chetc
River. He will also increase the advertising to in-
clude some coastal businesses. He also talked al
the development of a club printed calendar. He
passed around some samples.

Ed Chapman addressed the club becoming
member of the GP Chamber of Commerce.
Discussion followed. The cost to join the chamber|
$75.00 plus $25.00 for a yearly fee
This would put the club in contact with businesseq
for fund raising for projects and the salmon derby.
was moved, seconded and approved to join the

e

b DEALER FOR HONDA OUTBOARDS
*2 HP through130 hp*

-Willie Drift Boats

-Predator Power Boats
*17'through22™*

out

Special Discounted Prices To
. Middle Rogue Steelheaders
is

WILLIE BOATS

“Simply the Best”

It 1440 Justice Road - Central Point - Oregon - 97502

chamber.

Gary Still and Chuck Closterman gave a re
port on the website meeting that was held before
board meeting. Discussion followed.

Ed Chapman gave a report on the BLM
Rogue River User’s meeting. Discussion followed

Mike Cooley reported on the Applegate hy-

LICENSED GUIDE

1180 Casey Place
Grants Pass, Oregon

droelectric proposal. Discussion followed.

Mike Cooley discussed the rebates from T.
Discussion followed.

Lloyd Trudeau, the raffle chairperson, dis-
cussed the guided trips. After much discussion it
was voted on by the board and approved that the
winner of the guided trip will pick their own partne

SMOKER

" ROGUE RIVER BOATSHOP

1815 SW Bridge Street Grants Pass, Oregon

479 -1504

Brett Clark
10% DISCOUNT to Middle Rogue Steelheaders

DRIFTER  ALUMAWELD

on future trips.

Bill Payne addressed the Medford Sports and “SECRETS”

Boat Show. The club will have a booth at the sho
in February.

Meeting adjourned at 8:25 p.m.
Bill Hickey - Secretary

www.onepixeldesign.com/secrets

Salmon, Steelhead
GUIDE SERVICE

Rob Yuen

Grants Pass, Oregon
(541) 479-2296

“I'll Fish Anywhere”




WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT
President's Comments for January 2007
IT TAKES A WHOLE VILLAGE

I'm sure all Chapter members have heard the
old adage that it takes a whole village to raise a child.
Maybe I'm stretching things a bit but I also think it FISHING GUIDES RAFTING  FISHING
takes a whole Chapter to put on a successful Fall KITCHENS  PRIVATE DECKS

Salmor]rrl?:rggérd and Officers just spent a coupl Lo Relaxing'... Your Hosts The Mars
= n 1

months trying to find the best Derby Chairperson we ! #$% #& ($$$
could to head up the salmon derby effort this ylear. 2600 Rogue River Hwy - Grants Pass, OR
Last year's Chairperson moved out of the area
left a big vacancy to fill. Frankly, finding some
that had the experience, leadership ability, plan|
skills, enthusiasm and time to fill the job has not
easy. Its one of the biggest and most important
we have and not everyone is capable or willing to
forward. But | think we have an outstanding lead
Lou Hickey who came forward with no coaxing a
am absolutely confident we will have a very succ|
ful derby if the Chapter gets behind her wholeh
edly and helps.

We've already had excellent_nevolunteer:
step forward to fill other vacancies on the D
Committee such as the Donations position, an u
study to our treasurer and someone to hea
women’s group that handles T-shirts and hats,
decorations, raffle tickets and so much more.
leaders tend to attract a flock of good assistant
that is evident already. We are particularly goin
need more people to help with the collection of d
tions. We were sparse in that area last year
showed itself in the stress it put on the few individpials
that were trying to do the whole job. | want people to
have fun at their derby jobs and not feel burned out
when it is over. And of course we have the regLrIars
that come back year after year to keep things rolling.
They are vital to keeping the derby moving with a
minimum of “bumps” in the road.

We had some members last year that trigd to
get involved but frankly didn’t know how. We’'ll e
working on that this year to make sure everyonelthat
wants to get involved finds a suitable place.

Lou will be speaking at the January Chapter
meeting. | know she has a whole slew of new igleas
on how to organize and launch our derby effort. My
emphasis is on the word “our”. We all need to help to
the extent we can. | know | am going to do that gnd |
know the board and officers will also. Now we nged
the rest of the Chapter to step forward!

Mike Cooley, President




Winter steelhead fishing has begun and for many regional rivers, this is the best fishing of the year.

Located in the northwest corner of California, on Hwy. 199, the Smith River_is one of the crown jewels. The
Smith, from the Middle Fork headwaters to the confluence with the North Fork and from the confluence to the mouth
at the Pacific Ocean, has some spectacular steelhead fishing. Smith River steelhead average from 8 to 14 Ib. and
fish over 20 Ib. are not unusual. The California record steelhead at 27 Ib. 4 oz. was taken on the Smith. When winter
arrives the three forks and countless creeks drain a beautiful, rugged terrain of steep, rocky canyons, and torrential
rains bring almost immediate high-water conditions, yet the rocky nature of the canyons also allow the Smith to clear
very quickly. The Smith does have many bank fishing opportunities along Hwy. 199. Just walk down from almost
any turn off and look for good steelhead water.

Heading north from Smith River, CA on Hwy. 101 you come to Brookings, OR and the Chetco River . Al-
though only 50 miles long the Chetco is another very good winter steelhead river. Almost the entire river is accessi-
ble to drift boats and there is very good bank access. Talk to local sports shops for a map and information on bank
access, baits and equipment.

North of the Rogue River estuary in Gold Beach, lie the two of the best kept secrets of Oregon fishing, the
Elk, three miles north of Port Orford, and Sixes Rivers , 22 miles south of Bandon. Both rivers have very good late
season (November and December) salmon fishing as well as good winter steelhead fishing. On the Elk most of the
steelhead and salmon fishing takes place on the lower stretch of the river. Public access is limited to the Hwy. 101
bridge and the hatchery. Driftboats are almost a necessity on both the Elk and the Sixes. On the Elk the public put-in
is at the hatchery and the take-out is 9 miles downstream at Hyw. 101. On the Sixes the state park near Cape
Blanco provides access to tidewater fishing for both drift boats and bank fishing.

The next major coastal stream is the Coquille River , entering the Pacific at Bandon. The 30-mile long main
stem Coquille has excellent access for both driftboats and bank fishing. The Coquille also hosts one of Oregon’s
most viable Coho runs (Aug. 1 — Dec. 31). Steelhead generally begin entering the river in late November and fishing
peaks in February and March. Due to the introduction of steelhead brood stock that arrive later in the year, fishing on
the East, Middle, North and South _ forks has been extended to the end of April. The Forks of the Coquille _ gener-
ally offer good bank fishing opportunities for winter steelhead. From Myrtle Creek on Hwy. 42 to Powers, about 20
miles upstream, the South Fork has some of the best steelhead fishing in the area.

The final rivers covered in our tour are the famous North and South Forks of the Umpqua River . Located
near Roseburg, OR these two rivers are only a one-hour drive from Grants Pass and have the finest steelhead fishing
in southern Oregon. The pristine North Fork, although better known for the excellent run of summer steelhead, does
provide very good winter steelhead fishing. Loaded with classic tail-outs, chutes, riffles and pools the North Fork
seems to have been designed for steelhead fishing. There are many public bank access spots and driftboat launches
on the North. The South Fork is a big natural river, flowing over 95 miles from its headwaters to the confluence with
the North. South of Roseburg, flanked by I-5 and accessed by county roads out of Winston and Canyonville, the
South Fork has both early and late steelhead runs.

Maps and information on guides for these rivers are available at local sports shops and on the Internet.
Whether you own a driftboat and want to learn the Chetco or the So. Fork of the Umpqua or just love to fish | strongly
suggest you fish with a guide. Many of the guides that advertise in our newsletter fish all the rivers covered. As al-
ways, please check the local regulations for any new river that you decide to explore.

Good Luck!



P.O. BOX 962 GRANTS PASS, OR 97528

JOIN THE EXPERTS
LEARN to catch more fish!
LEARN where & when to go!
LEARN how to raise & protect fish!
JOIN the Steelheaders!

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN NORTH AMERICA’S LARGEST
TROUT, SALMON & STEELHEAD CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION

APPLICATION __ (FOR NEW MEMBERS ONLY)

Please usie

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

PHONE #

Email

TU does not make email addresses available todwutsarties, for any reasd
ever. Please help us conserve resources by prgwdimr email address

SEND APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO:
TROUT UNLIMITED
P.O. BOX 7400 Code 649
WOLLYBUGGER, WV 25438

PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP CATAGORY:
First Time Member [$17.50] Regular Membership [$35]
Family Membership [$50] Sponsor [$100]
Individual Life [$1000]  Family Life [$1100]
Youth/Senior Member  [$20] Business Member  [$200]
Conservator [$250]
Payment Method
Check (Payable tarrout Unlimited Charge
Visa/MC/AMEX/ Dis # Exp.
Signature,
/All Donations of Cash and Property can be recognizeas a TAX
DEDUCTIBLE to the maximum extent allowed by law
Canadian Members - please add $5/yr
Al other countries please add $20/yr
MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEAD CHAPTER #649




