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WILD SPRING CHINOOK FISHING
SHUT OFF ON THE ROGUE

Gold Ray counts are up to date through the end of May (attached). The
results are disturbing. | want to make you all aware of actions we plan to imple-
ment given the situation.

The 2005 run of spring chinook in the Rogue was lower than average,
with a total count of 18,090 fish (5,804 wild) fish at Gold Ray Dam.

Returns to date in 2006 are worse. A total of 3,245 spring chinook have been
counted at Gold Ray Dam as of May 31, which is 22% of the ten year average
return of 14,680 fish (by May 31). Approximately 896 are wild. Over the last 10
years, 45% of the run has been counted by May 31. The total count in 2006 may
fall below 8,000, and the final count of wild spring chinook may be under 2,500.
There is no evidence of a significant migration delay. Fishing has been slow at
Gold Beach throughout the year. Tom did some additional analysis of water tem-
peratures and Gold Ray counts comparing this year to average years, and did not
find evidence to support a significant delay in 2006.

Compounding the existing situation is the likely failure of the previous
brood year. Peak flows in the Rogue this past winter were of a magnitude that
damage to redds is certain. Changes in reservoir releases during non-flood peri-
ods this winter resulted in stranding losses of chinook fry.

We are also taking into consideration the work of the committee. The cur-
rent draft of the abundance criterion for conservation status is 3,500 in a single
year. Unfortunately we may come in well below that number as stated above.
The Rogue Watershed District is planning to enact emergency regulations in order
to maximize spawning escapement for wild spring chinook, with secondary goals
of providing reasonable opportunities to harvest hatchery spring chinook and to
provide opportunities to harvest fall chinook destined to spawn in areas also used
by spawning spring chinook. We plan to implement an ad-clipped only fishery for
chinook salmon beginning next week. We also plan to close the chinook fishery
between Gold Ray and Rogue Elk July 1st. We plan to reopen to the harvest of
nonadipose fin-clipped chinook on a staggered basis below Gold Ray. Details will
be forthcoming.

I wish | had better news to report. Please let me know if you have questions.
Dan Van Dyke District Fish Biologist

1495 East Gregory Road

Central Point, OR 97502

541.826.8774 phone

Daniel.J.VanDyke@state.or.us
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T 7| SPECIAL EVENTS
CRALACACA DERBY BANQUET TICKETS

Tickets for the Salmon Derby Banquet to be
held on Friday evening, September 8, 2006 will be $old
at the May, June and July General Meetings as well as
] the annual picnic on Saturday, August 12, 2006. Ypu
Meetlngs are encouraged to purchase your tickets early so we
will be able to accommodate your attendance. After
August 28", we will not be able to accept any addi-

All Club Meetings are held at
Bethany Presbyterian Church
748 N.W. 5th St. Grants Pass, Or.
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Tuesday, ‘]Lfne 20th tional reservations. If you are unable to attend a meet-
General Meeting 7:00 PM ing or the picnic and wish to go to the banquet, plegse
The speaker for the evening will be | contact Carol Rice to reserve your ticket.
Andy Hines of Setyr Rods (955-7308 or bcrice@grantspass.com)

There will be no Board Meeting in July
due to the Holiday o

#O$%! &(

Tuesday, July 18th ( v
General Meeting 7:00 PM
No speaker has been scheduled to dafe.

*kkkkkkhkkk * *%

All members are encouraged to sub nit ( (
articles and/or stories, pictures, etc. to he( ( )
monthly newsletter. They can be E-mailed jo:

fishtherogue@grantspass.com
If you are including pictures, please attach thg
as a separate file from your text. Thank You 1 (

The deadline for the submission ( )
of articles is the 25th of the month. g

* ]

: RESTAURANT|
LOUNGE 476-1313
476-1668

515 S.W. ROGUE RIVER HWY. | . |

GRANTS PASS, OREGON 97527




Hog Creek Gets Green Light

After nearly two years of effort by Middle Rogue

Steelheaders, the Hog Creek Boat Ramp Improve|
ment project has now passed the final administrat|
hurdles leading up to construction. On May 17, th
Josephine County Board of Commissioners adopt|
Consent Decrees to amend a Cooperative Agree-
ment accepting additional grant moneys for the pr
ject and to execute a contract with Copeland Pavi

Waitch for Usl!

While the retail portion of our business has closed,
Jim’s Bait & Tackle has every intention of opening
rup our rod and reel repair and Custom Rod Building
\peisiness in the Spring.

idVhile we will not have a retail store, we hope to hav
ajdeal with the other shops in the area where you wij
be able to drop off your gear for service and repair.
We also will be doing business over the internet. We
%ook forward to serving you!! Jim & Christine

e

Sand & Gravel, Inc. for construction. Constructio
is expected to start near the end of June and shoy
be complete by the end of August.

The Steelheaders raised $15,000 in matching fun
for the project, obtained grants worth almost

m(-rluul\'mq the

ROGUE RIVER

srants Pass. Oregon

FISHING

HIDEOUT

Lodging & Fishing Guide Services

$104,000 and worked the project proposal throug
long and complex state and federal permitting pro
ess to bring it to this point. Total contract cost is
$129,808. “I am very proud of our leadership, in-

NANCY DURAN
(541) 955-1046

www fishinghideout.com

volvement and effort in bringing this much neede
Rogue River project to the point where we know
will soon be complete” said Steelheader Presiden
Mike Cooley.

Lake Fishing

Ten boats and twenty-two fishermen and
women made the trip to Willow Lake for the May
MRS Lake outing on Wed., May 31. Temperature
was pleasant, the views of the lake and Mt
McLaughlin were spectacular with the Eagle on the
mountanside indicating it's about time to fish for
Springers. Trout fishing was satisfactory with many
caught although most were stockers. Some larger
fish were caught: one of note by Margaret Crow
who landed a nice 15 incher. It was properly photo-
graphed and likely enjoyed for dinner by the Crows.
Three of the group were new members who had not
enjoyed a previous MRS lake outing. A bonus for
the outing was the opportunity to contribute our ef-
forts to ODFW research. Chuck Fustis removed
various fish parts from our morning catch in a dis-
ease study of fish in our lakes. Mark up another
MRS contribution to fish inhancement and we had a
good time in the bargain.

The June trip is in the planning stage and
most likely will be at Howard Prairie or Hyatt Lakes.

Bob Turner

i

TOYOTA

Pickup ¢ 4Runner ¢ Land Cruiser

orollasTercelsSuprasMR2+Previ

476-6858

Grants Pass, Oregon,

fa

124 S.W. K" St.

NEWLY
REMODELED

111 NE Agness Avenue,

Grants Pass, OR 97526
541-476-1117 * Fax 541-479-4315
Reservations: 1-800-553-ROOM(7666)
E-

Awarded Best Western
Directors Award

c Breakfast

com

Free High Speed Internet




MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADERS WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MAY 2, 2006

The meeting was called to order by Presi-
dent Mike Cooley at 6:30 p.m.
There were 4 officers, 11 board members

and twenty visitors in attendance.
Comments by the President included the GUIDE SERVICE
following items: Salmon & Steelhead
The BLM is having a river clean up on Sat-| ———(541) 955-0398———

urday, May 28. All those interested should meet
at Hog Creek at 9:00 a.m. They will have a free
lunch at Griffin Park. Along the same line, the
RSGA had their river cleanup on Saturday, April
29" from Lost Creek Dam to Shady Cove. They
had 6 boats and 30 people involved. They also h
divers from Rogue Scuba.

The president noted that the membership
has really increased. Our membership is roughly
570 at this time.

We seem to add 3 to 4 new members each mont

President Mike Cooley addressed the Dia-
mond Lake issue. It will be snow free shortly and
the fishing limit will be increased to 20 fish. They
will keep it that way until they poison the lake to
take care of the chubs.

The minutes of the general meeting were
not read.

The Treasurer’s report was not given as th
treasurer was out of town.

We will be needing a web master for our
web sight. We need a volunteer to step forward t
do this. Our web sight should be up and running
later this spring.

Salmon Derby President Kevin O’Malley
gave a report on the Salmon Derby. Things are
moving along well. Letters to the potential donors
will go out the first of June. So far we have 21
guides signed up. Kevin also addressed the club’
scholarship. We have received 4 applicants and
the committee will make a decision on them soon|

Secretary Bill Hickey told the membership
that Derby T-Shirts are still on sale. See him afte
the meeting if you want to order one.

The safety topic for June will be taken care
of by Chuck Closterman.

Board member Ray Tharp addressed the
Step Advisory meeting and the Sucker Creek Pro
ject. (continued next page)




MRS BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MAY 2, 2006
(continued from last page
President Mike Cooley discussed the upcol

ing meeting by the TU state council here in Grantg

Pass in July. It will be on Saturday, July"15As of
this time we do not know where the meeting will b
held or what the agenda will be. More on this late|

President Mike Cooley discussed the club’g

boundaries. Basically we get our active members|

from Jackson, Josephine and Curry counties. Thd

has be some discussion about TU forming a new
chapter in the Medford / Ashland area. Our feelin
is that those counties are our area and any new c
ter would be an infringement on our membership
area and would not be acceptable. Discussion fol-
lowed.

President Mike Cooley discussed the need
a sound system for our general meetings. The pe]
sitting at the back of the meeting room have troub
hearing the people at the front of the room speak.
Mike Strahan and George Moffett will investigate
the costs of getting a system for the club.

Board member Howard Arnold discussed t
need to have material for the newsletter sent to hi
for review. We need the club’s chairpersons to se
Howard the articles on their projects so they can
reviewed and funneled to Jim Broman. Discussion
followed.

Secretary Bill Hickey addressed the clinics
for June and July. The June clinic will be a “Back
Bounce Clinic” at Baker Park on Friday, Jurié 2
starting at 7:00 a.m. All those interested should s
up with Bill. The clinic in July would be a “Side
Drifting Clinic”. It would be held here at the churc
at 5:30 p.m. prior to the general meeting and invol
the club’s river boat drivers. More on this later.

Lake fishing chairperson Bob Turner spoke
about the May lake fishing trip. It will be to Willow|
lake on Wednesday, May 31. All those interested
should sign up at the May general meeting. Bob
even has maps of the lake for the boat drivers.
Breakfast will be at Willow Lake at 7:30 a.m.. It
will be coffee and donuts. All participants will be
asked to donate a $1.00 to cover the cost of the g
ies. For those traveling from Grants Pass to Willoj
Lake it is 60 miles one way. Allow at least an hou
travel time.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Bill Hickey — Secretary.

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT

Power in Tune with Nature

[

DEALER FOR HONDA OUTBOARDS
*2 HP through130 hp*

-Willie Drift Boats:
-Predator Power Boats

re

ap- *17'through22'*
Special Discounted Prices To
Middle Rogue Steelheaders
for
bple WILLIE BOATS
e “Simply the Best”

1440 Justice Road - Central Point - Oregon - 97502

LICENSED GUIDE
e

1180 Casey Place
Grants Pass, Oregon

SMOKER DRIFTER

ROGUE RIVER BOATSHOP
e
1815 SW Bridge Street Grants Pass, Oregon
479 -1504
Brett Clark
10% DISCOUNT to Middle Rogue Steelheaders

gn ALUMAWELD

www.onepixeldesign.com/secrets

“‘SECRETS”

_ GUIDE SERVICE

Salmon, Steelhead
pod

Rob Yuen

Grants Pass, Oregon
(541) 862-2160

“I'll Fish Anywhere”




PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS FOR JUNE

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT

We make a lot of effort to quickly and successfully
integrate new members into our program. But it's|a
two way street so here are some thoughts on how|new KITCHENS  PRIVATE DECKS
members can help the process.

1

And lastly, don’t hesitate to call or Email me or]
any other officer or board member if you have
questions about the Middle Rogue Steelheade

Getting Involved

FISHING GUIDES RAFTING FISHING

“Very Relaxing”....Your Hosts:The Marrs

Buy a nametagnd wear it so other memt 1"#$% #&' ($$$
bers will get to know your name faster. In 2600 Rogue River Hwy - Grants Pass, OR

time, you might also want to buy a Steel-
header vest and one of our BB hats.
Attend some board meeting€hapter
meetings are fun and informative but they
don’t give a good idea of the full range of a
tivities we're involved with. Board meeting:
are where most of the decisions are made.
Sign up for a boat tripNew members ge|
preference for seating so you'll likely get to
the first time. It doesn’'t matter if you've ev
fished or not. Boat owners will supply all tl
gear, safety equipment and expertise. Bo
trips are a wonderful way to have fun, catc
some fish and get to know other members.
Volunteer for conservation activitie¥Ve
normally solicit volunteers for two or more
conservation activities at each Chapter me:
ing. There is something for everyone and
these tasks are the principal reason the St
headers were organized and exist.
Read the written material available elec]
tronically about our organizationit costs too
much to give it out in printed form so we haye
to rely on electronic methods. Our website|is
under construction but still a few months
away. Ask any Officer including myself and
he/she will see that the information is sent {o
you electronically.
Run for Office Some open positions are
filled on an interim basis when vacancies of:
cur. But such positions and others that are
vacated are put up for elections in September.
We're always looking for qualified candidates
and you could be one.

12

Mike Cooley, President
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TIP_for June : Save those small prescription pill bottles and use them to hold: hooks, split shot, flies etc. They will lock closed so
they don't get accidentally dumped. They are also clear enough to see inside and will fit into the slots of most tackle boxes.

Where have all the fish gone? _ The fish counts at Gold Ray dam continue to be very poor. Returns over the past 12 months are
at five and in some cases 10 year lows. Winter steelhead returns were 9,560 vs. a ten-year average of 13,534 fish. The spring
Chinook return through May 15 is only 1,620 fish. The total 2005 spring Chinook return was 18,090 fish vs. a ten-year average of
27,100. Most of the experts can't offer a single answer. We all know that habitat continues to degrade, ocean conditions are not
static and sometimes don't offer steelhead and salmon enough food to survive. Add to these two concerns the wholesale slaugh-
ter of Oregon salmon by Canadian fishermen west of Vancouver island and the large commercial harvestig herring and other small
fish that the salmon eat to survive. The Gold Ray steelhead and salmon count is available at http://www.dfw.state.or.us/
fish_counts/goldray fish_count.html

Where can we fish in June? _ Here's the regional stocking schedule

2006 UPPER ROGUE WATERSHED DISTRICT STOCKING SCHEDULE

Water Body Number Species Type Week Hatchery
Lost Creek Lake 4,225 Rb Legals Jun 5-11 Willamette
Medco Pond 1,500 Rb Legals Jun 5-11 Butte Falls
Selmac Lake 3,500 Rb Legals Jun 5-11 Cole Rivers
Expo Pond 2,500 Rb Legals Jun 5-11 Cole Rivers
Expo Pond 200 Rb Lunkers Jun 5-11 Cole Rivers
Rogue River(Sec.5) 2,375 Rb Legals Jun 5-11 Butte Falls
Howard Prairie 9,775 Rb Legals Jun 5-11 Butte Falls
Rogue River(Sec.5) 2,375 Rb Legals Jun 12-18 Butte Falls
Rogue River(Sec.5) 2,375 Rb Legals Jun 19-25 Butte Falls
Fish Lake 5,000 Rb Legals Jun 26-Jul 3 Cole Rivers
Fish Lake 500 Rb Lunkers Jun 26-Jul 3 Cole Rivers
Rogue River(Sec.5) 2,375 Rb Legals Jun 26-Jul 3 Butte Falls

In Brookings ocean fishing, surf casting and crabbing have been reported to be excellent when the wind cooperates. Surfperch

and bottom fishing have been very good. Impressive numbers of redtails and striped perch , with occasional walleye and pile
perch are being harvested from Brookings/Harbor beaches. Those who are dropping crab pots are continually being rewarded with
limits of huge and very full Dungeness crab . Anglers are still nailing quick limits of rockfish and lings . Those who are using lead-
fish are getting the biggest blacks. In order to get through the blacks to get to the lings, use at least a 6-ounce jig head with regular
size scampi.

The report from Bandon: COQUILLE RIVER BASIN : Surfperch and other marine fish should be available inside the bay now.
Trout angling in streams opens May 27. Trout anglers are restricted to flies and lures only in streams above tidewater. Shad fish-
ing in the Coquille should also start up in late May. Trolling or casting shad darts around the City of Coquille can be very produc-
tive.

The recreational salmon season in the ocean from Cape Falcon to Humbug Mountain remains open through October 31 for all
salmon except coho. The minimum length for Chinook is 20 inches. No more than 2 single point, single shank barbless hooks are
allowed. A selective season for coho with a healed adipose fin clip will open June 17 and remain open through July 31 or the at-
tainment of the 20,000 fish quota.

The nearshore Pacific halibut season opened May 1 for waters inside the 40-fathom line. The daily bag limit is one fish with no
minimum length. All-depth halibut openers this spring will occur on May 18-20, 25-27, June 1-3, and 8-10. Additional days may be
scheduled if the spring quota is not reached. All depth days are also scheduled for August-October. Ocean conditions prevented
most recreational anglers from participating in the first all-depth halibut opener but charter boats that fished, reported good

catches.
3 !
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JOIN THE EXPERTS
LEARN to catch more fish!

LEARN where

& when to go!

LEARN how to raise & protect fish!

JOIN or START

a local Chapter!

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN NORTH AMERICA’'S LARGEST

TROUT, SALMON & STEELHEAD CONS

ERVATION ORGANIZATION

APPLICATION Please tisis form to sign-up a friend
PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP CATAGORY
NAME o First Time Member [$17.50] oRegularmviership [$35]
ADDRESS o Family Membership [$50] 0 3-YeardRlar [$90]
3 Year Famil $100 S| Citmttor [$100]
CITY STATE ZIP o individual Life [[$1oo%>] 3;5;.'559' ' [[$11(1 1
PHONE # (DAY) (EVEN|NG) o Student/Senior Member [$20] 0 Busirdssnber  [$200]
Conservator Membership  [$250]
OCCUPATION O ayment Method
SPONSORMIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEAD CHAPTER #649 aMC Sheck(Payable tdrout Unlimiteg  _ Charge
I would like to become active in TU projects. Please contamng‘gnmwe P

SEND TO: TROUT UNLIMITED  MEMBERSHIP DEPT.
P.O. BOX 7400 Code 649

WOLLYBUGGER, WV 25438

|All Donations of Cash and Property can be recognizkas a TA!
DEDUCTIBLE to the maximum extent allowed by the IRS

Canadian Members - please add $5/yr
Al other countries please add $20/yr




