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ROGUE RIVER CLEANUP – 2006

 Saturday, October 14th, proved to be a beautiful Indian summer day 
as thirteen boat owners and twenty-seven volunteers met at Herb’s Res-
taurant where plastic trash bags provided by the SOLV organization were 
distributed. 
 Under the direction of Cleanup Chairman Richard Fiske, boats 
were assigned segments of the Rogue River from Baker Park to the Hog 
Creek boat ramp.  Again this year, members of the Josephine County 
Search & Rescue Dive Team scoured the bottom of Finley Bend where 
they dredged up 313 pounds of lead.  An additional three balls of fishing 
line and lures were also accounted for.  Members of the dive team who 
contributed their time and diving skills were:  Dutch Miller, Shawn Cobb, 
Neil Sager, David Winters, Max Quintana, Jim Phillippe, Harry Whisman, 
and James Bard. 
 Under the supervision of Henry Nussbaum and Art Schwartz, two 
full trailer loads were hauled away to Grants Pass Sanitation, where thanks 
to Gary Penning, free dumping privileges were provided.  “It is estimated 
that approximately 70 bags of trash were loaded.  Among the more un-
usual items were a bike frame, a tire, a sofa cushion, a bench, numerous 
beer cans, and items of clothing,” said Fiske. 
 Having worked up a healthy appetite, the volunteers descended 
upon Robertson Bridge Park where they were treated to a sumptuous bar-
beque served up by cooks Richard Emanuel and Cole Tidwell.  Leah 
Emanuel purchased the food, and with the help of Glenn Welden, set up 
tables and distributed the food and drinks. 
 Saturday’s cleanup efforts emphasize the importance of picnickers, 
hikers, and anglers to carry out whatever they take to the river.  Our thanks 
to all who helped to make this a successful club activity. 

Howard Arnold 
    The Rowing Reporter
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All Club Meetings are held  at  
Bethany Presbyterian Church 

748 N.W. 5th St. Grants Pass, Or. 

 2 0 0 6 

       Meetings 
***************************** 

Tuesday, November 21st 
General Meeting 7:00 PM 

The Speaker for the evening will be Ms. Doreen 
Ferguson of the Josephine Co. Parks Department 

**************************** 
Tuesday, December 5th 
Board Meeting 6:30 PM 

General Membership Welcome to Attend
**********************************

There will be no general meeting in 
December due to the Annual Holiday 

Dinner. Hope to see you there!! 
********************************* 

Tuesday, January 2nd 
Board Meeting 6:30 PM 

General Membership Welcome to Attend 
***************************** 

THURSDAY DEC 7TH   
ANGLER EDUCATION 

FRIDAY  DEC 8TH 
ANGLER EDUCATION 

MONDAY DECEMBER 11TH  
HOLIDAY DINNER     

***************************************
All members are encouraged to submit articles 
and/or stories, pictures, etc. to the monthly 
newsletter. They can be E-mailed to:       

fishtherogue@grantspass.com.
If you are including pictures, please attach them 
as a separate file from your text. Thank You 

The deadline for the submission 
of articles is the 25th of the month.

LAKE FISHING
  

The October MRS Lake Fishing trip was held on 
Wed., October 25 at Lost Creek Lake. A total of eight boats 
and sixteen anglers enjoyed a great day on the lake. Fishing 
was slow but all boats reported fish caught and Tom Peter-
son ended the day with limits for each of the three anglers in 
his boat. Congratulations to Tom, Don Ellis and Ray Tharp 
for their fishing skills. We had two new members, Chuck 
Green and Roger Smith and they recorded fish caught and 
an enjoyable day. Weather was outstanding with no wind 
and temps in the high sixties. Lunch was enjoyed at the ma-
rina utilizing the empty slips there to tie up our boats. Winter 
must be on us at the sheriffs dep't. was taking out the float-
ing restroom as we were attempting to launch. One boater 
found it's more effective to launch your boat with the tie 
down straps off the trailer than with them still attached. 

This was the last outing of the season. We will resume in 
March, 2007. Comments or suggestions to improve these 
trips will be welcomed. Please direct them to Bob Turner at 
665-2384 or Buc Hatton at 474-1217. 

Bob Turner, Lake Fishing Chairman  

*********************************

2007 Salmon Derby Chairperson Sought! 
  

The 2006 MRS Salmon Derby was very suc-
cessful!  The returns are still being tallied, but it 
is safe to say  that over $15,500 was netted to 
permit funding various fishery enhancement 
projects.  Now we must start planning next 

year’s derby.  To start, we greatly need some-
one to come forward and volunteer to be the 

MRS 2007 Salmon Derby Chairperson. The an-
nual Salmon Derby is our only fundraising 

event and we cannot proceed without a leader. 
The job is not terribly complex. Ample guid-

ance and experience is available. If you are in-
terested in this most important position (or if 
you know someone who might be interested), 
please contact Gary Still at (541) 474-9448 or 

any MRS board member. 
  



Pickup • 4Runner  • Land Cruiser 

•Camry•Celica•Paseo•Corolla•Tercel•Supra•MR2•Previa

476-6858
   124  S.W. “K” St.        Grants Pass, Oregon,  

  TOYOTA 

MRS HOLIDAY DINNER AND PARTY
  
 The MRS Holiday Dinner and Party will be 
held on Monday evening, December 4, 2006 at the 
Elks Club in Grants Pass.  All members, spouses, 
friends, and guests are welcome!  The social 
hour will start at 6p; dinner will be served at 7p.  
Menu choices are halibut or prime rib.  Cost is $25 
per person and will be collected at the door.  Please 
make checks payable to “Elks Club.”  You may 
phone or email your reservation to Gary Still at 474-
9448 or gary@magiclamp.net.

******************************************

2006 Installation and Awards Dinner

The 2006 Installation and Awards Dinner 
was held on October 9, 2006 at the Elks Club in 
Grants Pass.  New and past officers were recog-
nized.  Board member Chuck Closterman is now the 
2nd Vice President, replacing Shirlee Chesmore.  
Marion Turrell is Treasurer replacing Tom Peterson.  
Ed Chapman and Keith Miller replace Fred Secco 
and Chuck Closterman who were board members.  
All other officers and board members remain the 
same.  We extend special thanks to those outgoing 
board members for their service to the club. 
  Award certificates were given to those Steel-
headers whose contributions were especially note-
worthy over the past year.  These included Don Por-
ter who was the major force behind the hundreds of 
donations to the derby this year, making the derby 
one of the most successful fundraisers in the club’s 
history, and Kevin O’Malley for serving as the 
derby chairperson this year. 
  Mike Cooley was the recipient of this year’s 
Steelheader of the Year award in recognition of his 
major contributions to the club, including his suc-
cessful campaign to make the improved boat land-
ing at Hog Creek a reality.  Bill Hickey, last year’s 
recipient, presented the award to Mike.  Bill also 
bestowed special gifts: two wonderful, completely-
equipped fishing poles hand-made from the best of 
pines.  Bill hopes that Mike will find these particu-
larly useful in side-drifting.  Our thanks goes out to 
Mike and all Steelheaders who contributed time and 
energy to the derby and all of our other projects un-
dertaken this past year. 
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111 NE Agness Avenue,  
Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-476-1117 * Fax 541-479-4315 
Reservations: 1-800-553-ROOM(7666) 
E-mail:bestwesterngpi@charterinternet.com

· Awarded Best Western 
Directors Award 

· Complimentary Breakfast 

· Free High Speed Internet 

NEWLY  
REMODELED



MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER 
BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY– OCTOBER 3, 2006 

MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER 
BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY - OCTOBER 3, 2006 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:30 
p.m. by 1st Vice President Gary Still, President 
Mike Cooley being out of town.17 board members 
and guests were in attendance. Since there were not 
enough board members in attendance, no voting 
could occur. A quorum was not present. It should 
be noted, this is the lowest number of board mem-
bers and officers that have been in attendance since 
I have been secretary, and this starts my 10 
year!!!!! 

Agenda items were as follows: 

 The Treasurer’s report was given and ap-
proved as given.  
 The sign up for next Monday’s installation 
is 38.  We need 50 to break even so the club is 
picking up the tab for the other 12 dinners.  
 Social hour is 6:00 p.m. and dinner follows.  
Awards for the year will be given out. 
 This includes Certificates of Appreciation 
and the Steelheader of the Year Award. 

 Secretary Bill Hickey addressed the 2007 
calendar. Discussion followed on when to hold the 
Christmas dinner.  Since a decision could not be 
made due to the lack of attendance, it will be ad-
dressed at the November board meeting. Discus-
sion also occurred on whether to hold the Installa-
tion dinner in October or to combine it with the 
Christmas party. This item will also be carried over 
to the November board meeting. 

 The web sight was discussed. It is up and in 
good shape. Leah Emanual is the web master along 
with Doris Welborn who is handling pictures.  The 
hard copy (mailed out) of the newsletter is by and 
large done as of October 06.   Only those members 
requesting the hard copy will be getting it by mail 
in the future.  
   (continued on next page) 
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        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
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GUIDE SERVICE 
Salmon & Steelhead 

———(541) 955-0398———



           
 Power in Tune with Nature    �
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DEALER FOR HONDA OUTBOARDS 
*2 HP through 130 hp* 

*Willie Drift Boats* 

*Predator Power Boats*
*17’through 22’* 

Special Discounted Prices To 
Middle Rogue Steelheaders 

WILLIE BOATS 
 “Simply the Best” 

1440 Justice Road - Central Point - Oregon - 97502 

        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 

LICENSED GUIDE 
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1180 Casey Place 
Grants Pass,  Oregon 

         SMOKER        DRIFTER      ALUMAWELD 

ROGUE RIVER BOATSHOP
1815 SW Bridge Street  Grants Pass, Oregon

479 -1504 
Brett Clark 

10% DISCOUNT to Middle Rogue Steelheaders

MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER 
BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY OCTOBER 5, 2006 

   (Continued from page 4)

 The Salmon Derby was discussed.  At this 
time we have not paid all the bills, but it looks like 
we will net around $15,500.00.  We are still in need 
of a Salmon Derby chairperson. 
 At this time we have had no one step forward 
to be the chairperson for next year.  More on this 
later.  
 Committee assignments were discussed.  We 
have 3 board members not on committees or assign-
ments for this coming year.  

 Sign ups for the Christmas dinner were taken.  
More on this later. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  Bill Hickey Secre-
tary. 

******************************************

Dear Fellow Fishers: 

 I am Stan Golub, Executive Director of Reel 
Recovery, a national non-profit organization that 
conducts free fly-fishing retreats for men with can-
cer, (similar to Casting for Recovery – for women). 
This summer, we held  our first ever Oregon Retreat 
at Big-K-Guest ranch near Elkton on the Umpqua 
River August 23-25. I am happy to talk with you and 
give you more details. As are our Oregon retreat co-
ordinators: Robert Bernard: 503.239.8507; bearber-
nard@yahoo.com and Hal Steinbeigle: 
971.404.9571; hal.h.Steinbeigle@intel.com. I also 
invite you to check us out at our website: 
www.reelrecovery.org. Here you can learn details, 
get the volunteer application form as well as the par-
ticipant application form. This is a great opportunity 
for some of you to “fly fish for a good cause”. What 
could be better than that? The participants get s much 
from their interactions with the Buddies, and the 
Buddies benefit just as much spending the day or two 
with these courageous men. 
.

“SECRETS” 
GUIDE SERVICE 

Rob Yuen 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

(541) 479-2296

“I’ll Fish Anywhere” 

Salmon, Steelhead 

www.onepixeldesign.com/secrets 



President’s Comments for November 2006
Its time to get serious

 Few things annoy me more than activities that 
harm riparian zones along streams in this area.  I like 
to fish and I learned a long time ago that healthy ri-
parian zones are absolutely crucial to sustaining our 
steelhead and salmon runs.  Yet I see repeated as-
saults on these zones by many landowners, river users 
and contractors that either don’t understand or simply 
don’t care about the impacts that occur when they de-
stroy riparian values.  

 In the last year I’ve seen streams turned 
chocolate by heavy equipment in the water  during the 
spring spawning season, river vegetation stripped and 
replaced with sand hauled in to form a beach, con-
crete poured into streams, a stream used as dumpsite 
for building material, and a rock berm built in the 
middle of the Rogue.  Some of these activities were 
covered by permits with provisions that were ignored.  
Others had no legal authorization at all.  All were re-
ported to agencies that are empowered to enforce ri-
parian codes but I have to tell you that enforcement 
was either non existent or extremely slow.   

 My plan for getting the Steelheaders more in-
volved in riparian protection is basically three fold.  
First I think we have to educate ourselves to under-
stand the riparian ordinances and laws that apply and 
are enforced by the County, Department of State 
Lands (DSL) and Corps of Engineers (ACOE). Sec-
ondly, I think we need to be vigilant and report any 
potential violations we observe with data on location, 
ownership and pictures.  Obviously we need to insist 
on enforcement including citations if a law or ordi-
nance is broken. Thirdly, I think we need to engage in 
a program to educate people about the value of ripar-
ian zones and the protection requirements that apply.  
All this sounds simple. It isn’t.  A lot of work will go 
into implementing a full program that is really effec-
tive.  I’m game if you’re game.   

 We can’t do much about global warming or 
high seas netting.  But I think we can make a differ-
ence when it comes to riparian protection and en-
hancement.  Its time to get serious! 

   Mike Cooley, President

FISHING GUIDES ����  RAFTING ����  FISHING 
KITCHENS ����  PRIVATE DECKS 

“Very Relaxing”....Your Hosts:The Marrs 

!"#$%��#&' ($$$
2600 Rogue River Hwy - Grants Pass, OR 

������	�������� �

        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
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 For a half-century now, the people who dammed the Northwest rivers, generated electricity, took irrigation 
water from them and logged and built homes down to the waters edge have insisted there’s no real difference be-
tween hatchery and wild fish.  Remember the “a fish is a fish is a fish” lawsuits over the last two or three years where 
the classification of “Wild” fish as endangered has been challenged by water users?  The argument is that they’ve 
both been to the ocean and you can see them side by side in our rivers and thus they should be counted together 
when deciding whether a species was threatened or endangered.  That argument is over and done now. 

 A 15-year analysis by Oregon State University and federal officials, of spawning steelhead in the Hood River, 
has shown what so many experts have suspected for some time…after fish from the concrete fish factories migrate to 
the ocean and return to spawn in natural habitat, they produce far fewer off spring than their natural relatives.  This 
study used DNA fingerprinting techniques to track the genetics of over 15,000 fish since 1991.  The biologists study-
ing steelhead reproduction found that typical hatchery fish produced 60 to 90 percent fewer offspring, that last long 
enough to become adults, than do wild fish.  Now it’s clear why, after producing billions of salmon and steelhead to 
replace wild runs many fish populations are still sinking towards extinction.  A reproduction rate of only 10 to 4o per-
cent does not make for a long-lived run of wild fish.  Hatchery fish are different.  Captive-raised fish don’t have the 
instincts and other traits of wild salmon and steelhead.  The OSU research has, in the words of Michael Blouin, dis-
covered that “we’ve essentially created a fish version of white lab mice.”   

 Although there is still agreement that there is a place for fish hatcheries in the Northwest, as some streams 
would have no fish without them, the old-style concrete fish factories, that churn out millions of cookie cutter salmon 
and steelhead year after year, are in fact producing fish that either never reproduce or mix with wild fish and add their 
inferior traits to the gene pool of healthy wild runs. 

 However, the research also offers some optimistic alternatives to the standard hatchery.  Modern 
“supplementation” hatcheries, which begin with eggs from native, wild fish, are almost as successful as wild steel-
head.  These fish can be successfully used to boost the size of native runs without causing obvious genetic harm, at 
least for one generation.  The key words in this finding are “one generation.”  Supplementation must be done each 
and every year to keep the “wild” in wild fish.  The reduction in the number of generations of hatchery bred fish will 
greatly increase the fitness of the native fish.  OSU researcher Blouin said, “our research suggests that first genera-
tion hatchery fish can be used to provide a significant boost to the genetics of wild stock.”  Traditional steelhead and 
salmon hatcheries usually worked with non-native fish that repeatedly, and purposefully, were bred for generations in 
hatcheries.  The offspring of these hatchery fish actually became “domesticated” to the hatchery environment.  This 
process inadvertently produced selection for traits of less aggressive temperament.  The genetics that make good 
hatchery specimens work against these fish in the wild. 

 In addition to the Hood River genetics study, other research has found that the hatchery practice of holding 
fry until they reached the larger smolt size produced a fish with less chance of surviving.  Fattening up fry on hatchery 
food created fat lazy fish that had no idea what natural food looked like.  The ODF&W in Roseburg is studying the 
release of unfed fry, fish that are artificially raised until their yolk sac is absorbed and then released to feed on their 
own. They are released into streams and rivers without being fed by people or kept in hatchery raceways prior to 
starting their “wild” adventure. While only one year’s worth of data has been analyzed so far, early results look prom-
ising. “We’ve found out that 51 percent of all the smolts captured in Brush Creek were from the unfed fry”.   

                                                                                 Good Luck! 



JOIN THE EXPERTS 
LEARN to catch more fish! 

 LEARN where & when to go! 
 LEARN  how to raise & protect fish! 
JOIN or START  a local Chapter! 

APPLICATION                                                                                 Please use this form to sign-up a friend

NAME_____________________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________________ 
CITY_________________STATE_____ZIP_______ 
PHONE #____________(DAY)___________(EVENING) 
OCCUPATION______________________________
SPONSOR: MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEAD CHAPTER  #649 
 I would like to become active in TU projects. Please contact me.
  

SEND TO:    TROUT UNLIMITED     MEMBERSHIP DEPT. 
   P.O. BOX 7400 Code  649 
   WOLLYBUGGER, WV 25438                

 PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP CATAGORY: 
o First Time Member         [$17.50]    oRegular Membership  [$35]   
o Family Membership        [$50]         o  Sponsor                    [$100]        
o Individual Life                 [$1000]    o Family Life                [$1100] 
o Youth/Senior Member     [$20]        o  Business Member     [$200] 
         o Conservator Membership    [$250] 

Payment Method 
��� �  Check (Payable to Trout Unlimited) ��������  Charge 

Visa/MC #_____________________________Exp.________ 
Signature__________________________________________
All Donations of Cash and Property can be recognized as a TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE to the maximum extent allowed by the IRS

Canadian Members - please add $5/yr  
All other countries please add $20/yr  

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN NORTH AMERICA’S LARGEST  
TROUT, SALMON & STEELHEAD CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION 
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P.O. BOX 962 GRANTS PASS, OR 97528 


