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SALMON DERBY 2006
On Saturday, September 9th, 32 boats and 96 fishermen partici-

pated in the 2006 Middle Rogue Steelheaders’ 11th Annual Salmon Derby.  
This event is our only fund raiser, and proceeds are used to fund projects 
involving the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife and the Forest Service 
programs that are designed to restore, maintain, and enhance the fishery 
and its habitat in the Rogue Basin. 
 GRAND PRIZE – COMBINED TOTAL WEIGHT AND BIGGEST 
FISH WINNERS 
PACIFIC GUIDE SERVICE  Dan Lyon , Guide    Chris Fleetwood 
     Jim Thompson – Caught a 16.59, and a 22.09 Salmon for a combined 
total weight of 39.68 pounds.  The 22 pound fish was the biggest official 
fish. 
SECOND PLACE WINNERS – SWEET OKOLE GUIDE SERVICE 
     Terry O’Connors, Guide     Andy Martisak – Caught a 19.16 pound 
Salmon. Charlie Taylor – Caught a 9.87, and a 8.11 pound Salmon for a 
combined boat weight of 37.14 pounds. 
THIRD PLACE WINNERS – WHEELER TOYOTA 
     Dennis Gerke, Guide    Ross Nash,   George Clearwater – caught a 
17.79, and a 15.79 pound Salmon for a combined boat weight of 33.58 
pounds. 
 A big “Thank You” to all of the Middle Rogue Steelheaders, their 
spouses, and the guides who worked so hard and so long to make this an-
nual event a success. 
 An extra special “thanks” is extended to Chairman, Kevin O’Malley, 
Treasurer, Carol Rice, Ladies Activities, Lou Hickey, Program, Heike Ar-
nold, Auction Items/Derby Sponsors, Don Porter, Guide Recruitment, Troy 
Whitaker and Ralph Trigo, Pizza/Lunches, John Blackledge, Shuttle, 
George Moffett, Glen Welden, & Carl Backstrom, Weigh-in, Richard Fiske 
& Glenn Welden, Fillet Station, Bill Jackson & Ric Walcha.  I am sure that I 
have missed someone, but all in all, it was a team effort and a big success.
 Now, we are in need of a 2007 Salmon Derby Chairman.  Any tak-
ers out there?  
  Howard Arnold The Rowing Reporter 
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All Club Meetings are held  at  
Bethany Presbyterian Church 

748 N.W. 5th St. Grants Pass, Or. 

 2 0 0 6 

       Meetings 
**************************** 

Tuesday, November 7th 
Board Meeting 6:30 PM 

General Membership Welcome to Attend
**********************************

Tuesday, November 21st
General Meeting 7:00 PM

The speaker for he night will be  

Doreen Ferguson of the Josephine County 
Parks Department.  

********************************* 
Tuesday, December 5th 
Board Meeting 6:30 PM 

General Membership Welcome to Attend 
*****************************

THURSDAY OCT. 17TH 
RIVER FISHING 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 19TH 
ANGLER EDUCATION 

   FRIDAY  OCTOBER 20TH  
ANGLER EDUCATION 

***************************************
All members are encouraged to submit articles 
and/or stories, pictures, etc. to the monthly 
newsletter. They can be E-mailed to:       

fishtherogue@grantspass.com.
If you are including pictures, please attach them 
as a separate file from your text. Thank You 

The deadline for the submission 
of articles is the 25th of the month. 

LAKE FISHING
 On Wed., Sept 27 the MRS Lake Fishing group 
met for breakfast at Shy's in Shady Cove. Ten anglers 
in five boats fished Lost Creek Lake for the day. A 
good breakfast was needed as fishing was outstanding. 
All boats reported fish caught with most anglers with 
limits. Bill Rice and Dale Lee found a honey hole and 
reported 15+ before the group met for lunch at the 
floater. They returned to the same spot after lunch and 
continued the harvest. Weather was great and wind was 
minimal and in fact, would have been welcomed in the 
afternoon. The upper reaches of the lake appeared to 
have an algae bloom that wandered around the water 
surface but didn't impact the fishing. At least one nice 
salmon was hooked and the rainbows were of good 
size. A good day for the group.  

1. October 25 will see out last lake trip of the year. 
Lake to be fished has yet to be determined and will be 
announced at the Installation dinner as we will not have 
a general meeting this month. If you miss sign up and 
want to join the October outing, call Bob Turner at 665-
2384 or Bud Hatton at 474-1217.  

Bob Turner, Lake Fishing Chairman 

*********************************
2007 Salmon Derby Chairperson Sought! 

  
The 2006 MRS Salmon Derby was very suc-

cessful!  The returns are still being tallied, but it 
is safe to say  that over $15,500 was netted to 
permit funding various fishery enhancement 
projects.  Now we must start planning next 

year’s derby.  To start, we greatly need some-
one to come forward and volunteer to be the 

MRS 2007 Salmon Derby Chairperson. The an-
nual Salmon Derby is our only fundraising 

event and we cannot proceed without a leader. 
The job is not terribly complex. Ample guid-

ance and experience is available. If you are in-
terested in this most important position (or if 
you know someone who might be interested), 
please contact Gary Still at (541) 474-9448 or 

any MRS board member. 
  



Pickup • 4Runner  • Land Cruiser 

•Camry•Celica•Paseo•Corolla•Tercel•Supra•MR2•Previa

476-6858
   124  S.W. “K” St.        Grants Pass, Oregon,  

  TOYOTA 

M.R.S. 2006 SALMON DERBY 

 An undercurrent of excitement and eager 
anticipation permeated the athomosphere as a large 
group of M.R.S. anglers crammed through the doors 
of Herb's Restaurant promptly at 6:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, September 20th. Depature time for the 
start of the 2006 Salmon Derby was 6:45 a.m. and 
everyone was eager to get started. Expectations for 
this year's derby were perhaps somewhat higher 
than usual as memories of the disappointing 2005 
Salmon Derby lingered in the minds of those of us 
who had participated in that outing.  

 We couldn't have asked for a more pleasant 
fishing day as it was both sunny and cool. Twelve 
boats and thirty-six anglers fanned out between Chi-
nook Park at one end of te Rogue River, and Taylor 
Creek Canyon / Morrison 's Pond at the other ex-
treme.  

 At precisely 3:00 p.m. the Salmon Derby 
came to an official end as fish were weighed, scores 
were posted, and photos were taken. Our hopes for a 
more successful 2006 Salmon Derby came true as 
1st and 2nd place winners were announced.  

 Mike Chambers' boat and his crew of Bob 
Richardson and Tom Peterson took first place hon-
ors and shared $234.00 for their efforts. Tom Peter-
son was the lucky angler with a 40" buck Salmon 
that had a cleaned weight of approximately 24 
pounds. Second place and a $126.00 cash prize 
went to Bob Rice, Ken Welborn, and Marion Tur-
rell. Bob took the honors by catching a 30" Salmon.  

 The next M.R.S. River Salmon Outing is 
scheduled for October 5th, followed by on on Octo-
ber 17th. Sign up now if you haven't already done 
so. You can reach our River Fishing Trips Chair-
man, John Blackledge by calling 472-1829.  

Howard Arnold  

The Rowing Reporter
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111 NE Agness Avenue,  
Grants Pass, OR 97526 

541-476-1117 * Fax 541-479-4315 
Reservations: 1-800-553-ROOM(7666) 
E-mail:bestwesterngpi@charterinternet.com

· Awarded Best Western 
Directors Award 

· Complimentary Breakfast 

· Free High Speed Internet 

NEWLY  
REMODELED



MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER 
BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY– SEPTEMBER 5, 2006 

The meeting was called to order by 
President Mike Cooley at 6:30 p.m.  
 There were 37 officers, board mem-
bers and guests in attendance. 

President’s comments: 
  Mike reviewed the agenda for the 
night’s meeting. He also passed around 
signup sheets for the installation dinner and 
the club’s annual river 
clean up. 
 Henry Nussbaum and Bud Hatton 
will give the safety topics at the next two 
meetings. 
 Mike discussed the SORA’s letter 
project on land use and violation occurring.  
 Speakers for September and Novem-
ber are Mike Van Dyke from ODFW and 
Doreene Ferguson from the Jo. Parks Dept.  
 Don Porter gave a report on the 
club’s insurance.   
 The Treasurer’s report was given and 
approved as given. Our bulk mailing rate 
will change on the first of October.  This is 
due to our going to the electronic newslet-
ter. 
 Ray Tharp gave a report on the Jo. 
County riparian meeting.  Discussion fol-
lowed. 
 Gary Still gave a report on the meet-
ing he and Mike Cooley had with commis-
sioner candidate Dave Toler.  Discussion 
followed. 
  Charles Rogers from the Wil-
liams Creek Water Shed Council made a 
presentation about their projects.  The board 
will consider possible funding for their pro-
jects. 

  (continued on next page) 
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        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 

� �� ��� � �� �	
��

GUIDE SERVICE 
Salmon & Steelhead 

———(541) 955-0398———



           
 Power in Tune with Nature    �
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DEALER FOR HONDA OUTBOARDS 
*2 HP through 130 hp* 

*Willie Drift Boats* 

*Predator Power Boats*
*17’through 22’* 

Special Discounted Prices To 
Middle Rogue Steelheaders 

WILLIE BOATS 
 “Simply the Best” 

1440 Justice Road - Central Point - Oregon - 97502 

        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 

LICENSED GUIDE 
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1180 Casey Place 
Grants Pass,  Oregon 

         SMOKER        DRIFTER      ALUMAWELD 

ROGUE RIVER BOATSHOP
1815 SW Bridge Street  Grants Pass, Oregon

479 -1504 
Brett Clark 

10% DISCOUNT to Middle Rogue Steelheaders

MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEADER 
BOARD MEETING 

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 2006 

   (Continued from page 4)

 Kevin O’Malley gave an update on the 
Salmon Derby.  All things are ready to go.  We have 
32 boats in the Derby.  Two boats are for MRS mem-
bers.  There will be a walk through meeting at the 
fairgrounds this Friday at 9:30 a.m.  The set up time 
for the Riverside is 12:00 p.m.  Doors will open at 
5:00 p.m for the dinner, auctions and raffle. We have 
200 dinner reservations. Kevin would like all those 
members working on the Derby to turn in their hours 
to him ASAP.  

 Ray Tharp reported on the MRS committee 
for the reimbursement policy and their recommenda-
tions.  Discussion followed.  Ray and his committee 
will refine their report and bring it back to the next 
board meeting for final review. 

 Bill Hickey discussed the 2007 calendar and 
some items on it.  Discussion followed.  He will 
meet with the church’s secretary and see if some 
changes may be made for July.  Clinics were dis-
cussed and we will move the back bounce clinic to 
August and the side drift clinic to September. 

 Bob Womack discussed the newsletter, its 
distribution and costs. Cost per newsletter will go up 
due to the reduced number of copies when we go 
electronic in October. Lloyd Trudeau volunteered to 
paste the label and stamps each month.   Discussion 
followed. 

 Gary Still and Chuck Closterman discussed 
the new web sight. We have just survived our first 
web sight crash.  Discussion followed. 

 Mike Cooley discussed the Hog Creek Pro-
ject.  If all goes as planned it should be useable on 
Friday, September 8,  2006.  This will be just in time 
for our Derby. 

 Fred Secco will check with the scuba divers 
for the river clean up. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:05 p.m.     Bill Hickey - Sect

“SECRETS” 
GUIDE SERVICE 

Rob Yuen 
Grants Pass, Oregon 

(541) 479-2296

“I’ll Fish Anywhere” 

Salmon, Steelhead 

www.onepixeldesign.com/secrets 



President’s Comments for September 2006
Hog Creek, Oh What a Relief it is!

I have to admit I am really relieved to get the Hog 
Creek Boat ramp project behind us.  We started working 
on it over two years ago and it has been a real drain on 
time and nerves.  Few projects we will do are likely to be 
so complex.  We started out by locating the land lines and 
doing a preliminary survey of the project. Then we devel-
oped a preliminary design and rough cost estimate.  That 
was followed by a complex grant application including 
Environmental Analysis which had to be submitted twice 
to get it right.   While the grants were being considered we 
went after the permits necessary to allow the project to 
proceed and started a fund drive to raise matching funds.  
Little did we realize that we would end up having to work 
with 11 different local, state and federal agencies before 
we were done.  Every agency had its separate protocols, 
procedures, forms, terminology and time tables.  It was 
frustrating.  There is no such thing as one stop shopping 
when you are dealing with government regulating agen-
cies. All have to be satisfied.   

 By the time the permits were issued, the matching 
funds were raised and the grants were in hand, the County 
was under the gun to get the contract advertised in time for 
construction during 2006.  Delay would have jeopardized 
the permits.  Then when the bids came in they were all 
high and we had to go back for grant increases.  But in the 
end everything came together and a $119,808 contract was 
awarded.  Unfortunately, the water was too high to start 
construction immediately and that put the contractor up 
against the end of the season when in-water work is al-
lowed. Fortunately, providence smiled on us, everyone 
cooperated and construction went smoothly after the water 
dropped with only two minor contract changes. On Sep-
tember 7, the work was accepted and the project opened to 
everyone!   

 I feel very good about Hog Creek.  I think it’s a 
project we can all be very proud of!  I’m already being 
asked when we are going to do another boat ramp. I am 
sure we will some day but maybe we’ll take a little rest 
before launching another one.  And as a condition another 
boat ramp on County land is going to require that the 
County raise matching funds or at least most of them.  
That’s one of the reasons we have been pressing the 
County to reinstitute day use fees as mandatory. It’s proba-
bly the only way they can raise the funding.   

    Mike Cooley, President 

FISHING GUIDES ����  RAFTING ����  FISHING 
KITCHENS ����  PRIVATE DECKS 

“Very Relaxing”....Your Hosts:The Marrs 

!"#$%��#&' ($$$
2600 Rogue River Hwy - Grants Pass, OR 
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        WE THANK THE FOLLOWING BUSINESSES FOR THEIR SUPPORT 
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PHEW!  Do you stink?  Probably, at least to steelhead and salmon.  Salmon and steelhead smell in “parts per billion”, 
living their entire lives guided by scent.  In order to spawn they must find their way back to the stream or river they were born in.  
Traveling across thousands of miles of open ocean and through plumes of fresh water pumped in by hundreds of rivers and 
streams.  To understand how accute a salmon or steelhead’s sense of smell is, visualize a huge train of 50 box cars full of water 
then add just 2 tablespoons of salt and a salmon or steelhead in the last car could detect the salt added to the first! 

There are so many sources of “human stink” that I couldn’t list all of them. The top three are Nicotine, L-serine and Potassium.  
But the list also includes insect repellent, sunscreen, scented lotions and gasoline.  The source of nicotine is obvious.  Smoker’s 
fingers add fish repelling nicotine to every lure or piece of bait they touch.  However, L-serine is an amino acid that we all gener-
ate by sweating and can be detected by salmon and steelhead in concentrations a small as 1 part per 8 billion. Unfortunately, 
some people give off more L-serine than others do.  In fact, studies conducted in fish ladders have shown that people who give 
off very little L-serine can stand in the passageway with their shoes off and fish will continue to move through, whereas people 
who give off lots of the chemical will stop all upstream movement through these passageways.  From The Anglers Atlas: “All 
mammals, including humans, give off a chemical called L-serine that studies have shown repel fish. That is why some people just 
can’t seem to catch fish, they give off more L-serine than others do.”  So luck might not be all that’s involved.  The final major 
repellent is potassium and BANANAS are the biggest source.  In fact many lodges and guides do not allow their customers to eat 
bananas before they fish.  University studies in large commercial aquariums have shown that just a drop of potassium will cause 
steelhead to move to the opposite side of the tank.  NO BANANAS ALLOWED! 

Keep your hands clean and odor free whether fishing from the bank or a boat.  Top guides often use fresh nitrile or latex gloves 
every day they fish.  Washing your hands at home before you fish will not help.  Since you touch the steering wheel, door han-
dles and oars before you fish, your hands will pick up “human stink” from that contact.  Wash your hands just before you start to 
fish and several times during the day.  Buy a small spray bottle and mix ½ Lemon Joy and ½ water (not soft water).  Spray your 
hands and rinse well in river water.  You should then spray your hands with WD-40 or a fish attractant like Anise or Shrimp oil.  
Make sure you keep your plugs scent free, clean and polished.  Soak them in hot water and dish soap; scrub with an old 
toothbrush and polish with a shot of WD-40.  One final TIP, use a hunters “Scent-Away” product on your rod handles to remove 
the accumulated scent from several years of use. 

October and November are my favorite months to fish.  The aggressive and active “Summer” steelhead will be in the middle 
Rogue.  Fish for them in the highly oxygenated riffles below salmon beds.  These steelhead are looking for salmon eggs and will 
move to get them.  You don’t need a boat.  Great bank fishing locations are just downstream from the 6th Street Bridge, the riffle 
at “The Hop Yards”, below the “Pedestrian” bridge at All-Sports Park, the area upstream from Schroeder Park or above the�
Lathrop boat ramp, along with Riviera, Whitehorse, Griffin Park and Ennis Riffles. 

Summer steelhead will hit eggs, glow bugs, nymphs and spinners.  Almost all summer steelhead are wild and must be released.  
Therefore, PLEASE do not use worms.  Worms are too often taken very deep and even if the fish is released it will soon die.  Use 
small “dime” sized pieces of eggs that have been dried out more than eggs used for salmon.  You can also add a scent like Cray-
fish, Anise or Sand Shrimp to your eggs the night before you fish.

         Good Luck! 



JOIN THE EXPERTS 
LEARN to catch more fish! 

 LEARN where & when to go! 
 LEARN  how to raise & protect fish! 
JOIN or START  a local Chapter! 

APPLICATION                                                                                 Please use this form to sign-up a friend

NAME_____________________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________________ 
CITY_________________STATE_____ZIP_______ 
PHONE #____________(DAY)___________(EVENING) 
OCCUPATION______________________________
SPONSOR: MIDDLE ROGUE STEELHEAD CHAPTER  #649 
 I would like to become active in TU projects. Please contact me.
  

SEND TO:    TROUT UNLIMITED     MEMBERSHIP DEPT. 
   P.O. BOX 7400 Code  649 
   WOLLYBUGGER, WV 25438                

 PLEASE CHECK MEMBERSHIP CATAGORY: 
o First Time Member         [$17.50]    oRegular Membership  [$35]   
o Family Membership        [$50]         o 3-Year Regular          [$90] 
o 3 Year Family         [$100]      o Sponsor Contributor   [$100]        
o Individual Life                 [$1000]    o Family Life                 [$1100] 
o Student/Senior Member   [$20]        o  Business Member      [$200] 
         o Conservator Membership    [$250] 

Payment Method 
��� �  Check (Payable to Trout Unlimited) ��������  Charge 

Visa/MC #_____________________________Exp.________ 
Signature__________________________________________
All Donations of Cash and Property can be recognized as a TAX 
DEDUCTIBLE to the maximum extent allowed by the IRS

Canadian Members - please add $5/yr  
All other countries please add $20/yr  

THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN NORTH AMERICA’S LARGEST  
TROUT, SALMON & STEELHEAD CONSERVATION ORGANIZATION 
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P.O. BOX 962 GRANTS PASS, OR 97528 


