
ANGLER EDUCATION & SCHOOL HATCH BOX PROGRAM 
 
Angler Education  
The Angler Education Program was designed by the Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW) and the Oregon 
State University (OSU) Extension Service to instruct boys and girls in school grades 4-8 in the basics of fishing and 
field etiquette. Its full course is a 10 hour program conducted in accordance with the instructions and policies 
established by these two State Agencies. We are presently teaching a modified 3 hour course to 4 th. &/or 5 th. 
graders.   In addition, the Chapter may be requested to conduct a one-time special program to groups such as: Cub, 
Boy or Girl Scouts, 4-H Members, and YMCA boys & girls. These presentations will be tailored to fit the situation. From 
time to time, classes are given to certify additional Instructors.  
                    

The Committee Chairperson shall: 
1. Keep a current list of all Angler Education Instructors, both Certified and Non-certified. All classes MUST have 

at least one instructor that has been certified by ODFW/OSU. 
 

2. Coordinate with the schools and other organizations to arrange Angler Education Classes. These are usually 
held during the school year in the morning before classes start or right after the end of the school-class day.   
Or include the whole grade of students during regular school sessions.   

                      

3. Assign instructors to Angler Education Classes. However, Instructors may arrange classes on their own, but 
keep the Chairperson informed. 
 

4. Set up training program for instructors. 
 

5. Insure there is an adequate supply of instruction material and forms available. 
 

6. Maintain records of all Angler Education Activities. 
 

7. Make required reports to ODFW, STEP, OSU, Trout Unlimited, etc. 
 

8. Chair the Family Fishing Day activities or select a volunteer for these duties. 
 

9. Coordinate with the Grants Coordinator obtain grants to fund transportation for school and other organization 
fishing trips to local lakes and rivers.  The State has been funding 70% for public schools and MRS has funded 
100% for private schools and other organizations. 

    
School Hatch Box Program 
The school room Hatchbox Program is an excellent educational tool to assist in teaching our youth about the life cycle 
of the salmon. These small classroom incubators (aquariums) that are in several of the area schools offer an excellent 
hands-on experience for the students. In some instances, it’s the child’s first introduction to fish. The program is 
administered and supervised by a STEP Biologist within the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
                    
The Chairperson should consult with the STEP Biologist early in October to coordinate the program and how our 
chapter will participate. Information as to the schools participating, the number of eggs that will go to each school, 
where and how will the chapter receive the eggs and, who will be notifying the schools. Usually, Coho eggs that have 
been obtained from the Cole Rivers Hatchery will be used. 
                    
The eggs are protected and kept moist during transit by placing them in a wet, cloth diaper. The eggs for each school  
will be in a separate diaper with the name of the school and teacher that will receive them. These diapers are placed in 
a Styrofoam container to maintain them in a moist and cool condition. Dependent upon the weather, it may be 
necessary to bring a cooler with some ice to periodically moisten them during delivery. It is important that the eggs are 
not allowed to lie in any water that may result from the melting ice.  
                    
The person delivering the eggs should check the school office for directions to the teacher’s room. Be sure and check 
the temperature of the water in the aquariums. It needs to be between 50 and 55 degree F. For optimum egg 
development. If the water is too warm, it may be necessary to add ice to bring it to an acceptable level. 
                    
If, for some reason it is not possible to deliver the eggs for a given school, they should be returned to ODFW. Also, the  
diapers and Styrofoam containers need to be returned. 
                    
This committee will keep track of time and mileage and report them to ODFW as required.  It will also coordinate its  
schedule of activities, needs and problems with the 2nd Vice President. 
                    
School fishing programs at Lake Selmac were added in 2010. The program is coordinated by the chairman and staffed 
with volunteers from MRS.  Schools provide transportation and supervision. 
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