
RIPARIAN ZONE PROJECTS 
 
The restoration and enhancement of riparian zones along fish-bearing streams and lakes is an important function of 
the Middle Rogue Steelheaders conservation goals. Although there is no “one size fits all” definition of the term 
riparian, in general it refers to streamside or lakeside areas within 50 to 200 feet of the body of water. The committee is 
responsible for projects that will improve riparian habitat. These projects include planting of native trees and shrubs to 
help slow runoff from streamside areas, provide shade and stabilize banks, removal of undesirable invasive plants, 
selective thinning of trees, planting of native grasses or willows in marshy areas, and bank stabilization by re-
contouring by hand or use of heavy equipment. 
  
The Chairperson shall: 

1. Institute, develop and maintain contacts with agencies and individuals whose goals include the improvement of 
riparian habitats along historically fish bearing or potentially fish bearing streams or water sources that feed into 
such streams. Such agencies include the seven local watershed councils in the Rogue River drainage, the U.S. 
Forest Service, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Bureau of Land Management, The Nature 
Conservancy, Forestry Action Committee (Cave Junction), Southern Oregon Flyfishers, Rogue Flyfishers, and 
Rogue Valley Council of Governments. 
   

2. Coordinate all activities relevant to Riparian improvements that involve Fishery Enhancement with the 
appropriate agency and the Club membership. 
   

3. Recruit the membership for various projects via the Newsletter, sign-up sheets at Meetings, or direct contact of 
members by e-mail or phone. 
   

4. Clarify project, schedule, and special needs, i.e., tools, special clothing/raingear requirements, transportation, 
type of work, hours, lunch, etc. 
   

5. Coordinate departure location, time and travel arrangements. 
   

6. Notify other pertinent MRS Chairpersons, in a timely manner, of activities for which their help may be needed, 
i.e. Photographer, Public Relations, Newsletter, Club Officers (President and 2

nd
. Vice President). 

   
7. Have a Club Consent Agreement ready for participants to sign that will include date, location and name of 

project. 
   

8. Obtain signed “Parental Consent” forms for all minors working on a project. 
   

9. Plan for a future (one or more years later) trip to the site to check on the outcome of the work, including notes 
and photographs. 
   

10. At the end of the work season, or fiscal year if more appropriate, prepare a summary of riparian projects 
completed and provide a copy to the President, 2

nd
 VP, and Newsletter Editor.  

  
The Riparian Committee Chair will coordinate its schedule of activities, needs and problems with the 2

nd
 Vice 

President. 
 
New 12/2011  
 


