
RIVER FISHING TRIPS 

Fishing trips are an excellent way for members to become better acquainted. It also introduces 

the new members to the more productive fishing areas and, creates member interest in 

chapter activities. The Chairperson can best serve this purpose by: 

1. Arranging fishing trips for interested groups and assuring that new members are 

invited.  

2. Maintaining a list of members that have Drift Boats.  

3. Keeping a record of trips taken and members in attendance. Numbers of fish caught 

and/or released would be beneficial.  

An outline of the River Fishing Trip program is as follows: 

Program purpose: Learning, Reward, and Camaraderie 

Schedule: 

Trips will be twice a month - February through early April for steelhead; Late August 

through early November for salmon. 

Steelhead and Salmon Intraclub Derbies will be scheduled. 

Day of the week will be rotated Monday through Thursday. 

 

Sign ups will be conducted at General Membership meetings. 

Weather problems will result in cancellation, not reschedule. 

Club members only. (Exception: One visiting friend or family member.) 

Fisherman (passenger) selection will be one seat selected by boat owner and one seat selected 

by a drawing from the sign up list circulated at the last month’s meeting. If more people sign 

up than there are seats available, those members’ names not drawn will be given priority on 

subsequent trips. 

 

Equipment/supplies to be agreed to between boat owner and fisherman: 

Shuttle 

Bait 

Rods and reels 

Terminal tackle 



Roe stays with the boat. If you catch a female with roe, the roe is to be offered to the boat 

owner. 

Guidelines for Passengers 

By way of preface, the boat owners in the club are happy to participate and provide fishing 

opportunities for club members who don’t have their own boats. Participation in these trips is 

considered, in part, to be a reward. Correspondingly, priority will be given to those members 

who actively participate in other club projects. 

If you are lucky enough to be drawn for one of the seats in a boat, the boat owner will call you 

a week or so before the day of the trip. He will give you his name, phone number and the 

name of the third person in the boat. He will also tell you when and where to meet and if he 

will provide the fishing tackle and bait. 

As a fisherman (and a guest), there are some things you should consider. The boat owner 

gives a substantial amount of time in preparation, participation, and clean up of boat, bait, 

and tackle. In addition, there is the cost of these items plus gas for the boat and tow vehicle. 

While on the river, you will find that the boat owner works hard on the oars to insure a 

productive day. Correspondingly, there are some things that you, as the guest/passenger, can 

do to optimize the experience for everyone in the boat. 

Before the trip - 

· Alert the boat owner as soon as possible if you are forced to cancel. 

· Some boat owners prefer that you use their rods; some prefer you supply your own. Be sure 

to coordinate this with the boat owner prior to the trip. If you use your own equipment, be 

sure it is compatible with that of the other fisherman. Incompatible tackle will adversely 

impact success. 

· If you lose or break the boat owners tackle (rods, reels, plugs, terminal gear, etc.), you 

should offer to replace it. The boat owner may decline the offer, but it should be his decision. 

· Don’t anticipate cancellation because of weather. The boat owner will make the decision at 

breakfast the morning of the scheduled trip. 

· If you break your line, know how to tie the following knots so you can get rerigged. The 

Improved Clinch knot, Bumper (Salmon egg loop) knot, and Palomar knot 

· Although the trips are free, generally accepted practice is to offer to buy the boat owner’s 

breakfast, buy bait, and share in commercial shuttle cost (if used). 

Life Jacket (PFD) – For your maximum comfort and fit it is suggested you bring your own PFD. 

Other wise an adjustable PFD will be provided by the boat owner. 



Day of trip - 

· Be on time. 

· Bring the proper clothing---rain gear if the weather is questionable, warm clothes if it is cold, 

and knee boots so you can assist in launching and landing the boat. 

· Do not expect to fish without a current fishing license and harvest card. 

· Don’t forget your lunch and drinks. It is OK to bring a small cooler. 

· Bring a plastic bag to take fish home. 

While fishing - 

· Listen to the boat owner’s recommendations regarding tackle, bait, and technique. 

· Be prepared when setting up for a drift; make sure you have bait and puff balls (if required) 

on your hook, your line is not twisted around your rod tip, and you are ready to cast. 

· Do not stand in the boat unless you have a fish on, you are netting a fish, or you have a 

snag. 

· If you get snagged, inform the oarsman immediately so he can react. 

· If you catch the only fish of the day, it is polite to ask the other fisherman and the boat 

owner if they would like some of it. 

· If you want to learn to row and you think you can, it is acceptable to offer to row the boat. 

In closing it is recommended that members engage a professional guide whenever possible in 

order to increase their experience. Guides who advertise in our newsletter are all extremely 

capable. 

Happy Hooker Award 

A club member is eligible for the Happy Hooker Award upon boating an adult (as defined by 

ODFW) salmon or steelhead. Only one golden hook will be awarded per member and the catch 

must have occurred on a scheduled river trip. 

This precludes awarding a golden hook for such functions as the annual salmon derby, or while 

on a guided fishing trip won at a club raffle, etc. Also a catch made by anglers on substitute 

dates made by the boat owner for a scheduled trip, do not qualify a Happy Hooker Award. Any 

Happy Hooker Award lost by a member may be replaced at the discretion of the River Trip 

Chairman 
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