
Middle Rogue Steelheaders 

2019 Restoring the Rogue Salmon Derby 

Rules of the Derby 

The derby is open to both men and women. A team is two contestants per boat and a 

professional guide. Guides receive a fee for their participation and gratuities are always welcome and 

appreciated. You can also arrange with your guide to pre-fish the derby on Friday before the derby.  

The cost for participation is $300 per angler. This includes a Banquet dinner Thursday night at Josephine County 

Fairgrounds and a day of fishing on the Rogue River with your guide. We include a continental breakfast on 

Saturday morning at Valley of the Rogue State Park, a bag lunch & drinks, and BBQ & drinks afterwards during the 

weigh-in and a screened T-shirt and Cap.  

Each boat can fish until they have 6 legal fish and guides can fish. Only the 2 largest salmon caught on derby day 

will be weighed for the prize money. If you entered the Steelhead side pot, you can only catch a total of 2 fish. 2 

salmon, 2 steelhead or 1 salmon and 1 steelhead. The deadline for weigh-in will be 3:00pm. No Exceptions! We 

will synchronize our watches to the Derby Chair’s time at the guide meeting before the derby.  

Rules  

1. All participants must have a current ODFW fishing license with salmon tags. 

2. Contest fishing is allowed only on the main stream of the Rogue River between Dodge Bridge and Graves 

Creek. BLM charges a special fee for every boat fishing below the Applegate.  

3. Guides must arrive at the check-in station with boat on trailer to check in and all dudes must also check 

in. Dudes must also check in. No early departures are allowed.  

4. Guides may begin arriving at 5am for check in and must attend a guides meeting at 5:30am Saturday 

morning. Breakfast will be available at that time. Official Derby start will be announced at the meeting.  

5. All contestants must have their fish at the weigh station by 3pm or they will be declared ineligible. The 

Derby Chairperson declares closure of the contest and is the final arbitrator.  

6. A maximum of two legally caught, gutted and gilled Chinook Salmon per boat will be weighed. Jacks can 

be weighed. A Steelhead can be included combined with a Salmon to enter the side pot.  

7. Guides are allowed to fish. If more than 4 fish are caught, the excess must be tagged by the guide.  

8. Only drift boats, with or without motors, are allowed and must be equipped with all safety equipment 

required by the Marine Board. Boat registrations must be current and will be checked.  

9. All teams must obey all current ODFW fishing regulations in effect on the day of the derby.  

Awards will be given to an individual and boat teams based on weight of the fish as follows: 

 Largest Individual Salmon   $500 & Plaque ($100 to the guide) 

 2nd Largest Salmon    $250 & Plaque 

 1st largest combined 2 salmon weight  Plaque 

 2nd largest combined 2 salmon weight  Plaque 

 3rd largest combined 2 salmon weight  Plaque 

 Largest Steelhead ($50 side pot per boat) 50% of the pot & Plaque 

 Largest Squaw fish     $100  

 Smallest Salmon    $50.00 

Top Three boats: Please stay for pictures afterwards as they will be submitted to the newspaper.  

If you have any questions, please refer to our website www.rogue-steelheaders.org or call Eve Phelan 541-226-7204 

 

http://www.rogue-steelheaders.org/


 

2019 Calcutta Explanation 

The “Calcutta” is a betting process. You place a wager that your boat will win against the other teams/boats 

entered in the derby. The top two boats who have a Calcutta wager placed on them, are the winners.  

When you first register you have the first right to place your wager ($100 minimum per boat) in the Calcutta. If 

you opt out of the Calcutta at the time of registration or July 31st (whichever is later) your boat will be available 

for wager by any person at the Salmon Derby Banquet Dinner, August 22rd from 5:00pm to 6:30pm. Don’t miss 

out on the opportunity to place your bet on your own boat.  

50% of the money raised through the Calcutta will go towards our Conservation and Restoration Fund along 

with 100% of the net proceeds of the Derby.  

50% of the money raised will be paid to the person(s) who placed the wager on the boat as follows: 

   70% to the 1st place team bidder(s) for the largest salmon 

  30% to the 2nd place team bidder(s) for the 2nd largest salmon 

*Winnings are awarded from the total pool of bets. Our derby differs in that a person or persons may wager on 

any boat and may purchase as many boats as they desire at the Derby Dinner @$100 per boat.  

An IRS W-9 form will be required to be completed. A W-2G may be issued if the proceeds are in excess of $600. 

**Calcutta bets are wagers and as such, are non-refundable after August 23th, 2019.  

 

2019 Steelhead Side Pot 

 

The steelhead side pot is additional wager between Salmon Derby Anglers.  There is a $50.00 entry fee, non-

refundable, to enter.   

50% of the money raised through the Steelhead side pot will go towards our Conservation and Restoration Fund 

along with 100% of the net proceeds of the Derby.  

50% of the money raised will be paid to the person(s) who has the largest steelhead weighed.   

**Steelhead side pots are wagers and as such, are non-refundable after August 23, 2019. 

 

Largest Squaw Fish 

To increase awareness of the need to remove squaw fish from the fishery, $100.00 will be paid to the angler 

who brings in the largest squaw fish by weight.  

 

Smallest Salmon 

The angler who brings in the smallest Salmon by weight (cleaned and gutted) will receive $50.00.  

 

 

 


